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The Swiss United Church of Christ congregation’s annual meeting will be held 
on Sunday, February 13, 2022 at 10:00 am following worship. Please join us 
for this important meeting where we’ll discuss our 2022 projects, budgets, and 
plans for the future. The meeting will be held in person in the Sanctuary and 
through ZOOM—this will accommodate those who are avoiding large 
gatherings. If you need assistance with ZOOM call the church office. The 
information to connect to ZOOM is: 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87266803633?pwd=RVpTOUN3NlVhTFoxdnVRY25vZ3B1QT09 

Meeting ID: 872 6680 3633 Passcode: 302598 
To Dial by your Location 

1-(312) 626-6799 / Meeting ID: 8726680 / Passcode: 302598 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

A Message from Our Pastor, Pat Pluss … 

Greetings, 
 
 
February is one of my favorite months! It is a short winter month so that in itself, to 
me, is a reason to celebrate. It offers us Valentine’s Day – a great day to eat 
chocolate, and for me personally, it holds my wedding anniversary to Dave! Yes, 
February is one of my favorite months. When I put that into perspective, I believe 
all of the months are my favorite. January offers a new start, March hints of spring, 
April an Easter celebration, May blooming flowers, June warm summer days, July a celebration of our country, 
August a time for vacations, September lots of garden harvests, October pumpkin everything, November a focus 
of gratitude, and December the gift of Christmas! When you look at it, they all offer something wonderful.   

 
Recently I had to go through a myriad of tests to determine areas of strength and 
weakness for UCC ministry. Nearly twenty years ago I had to do the same type of 
testing. To my complete surprise the comment that spoke to me the most from both 
testing results nearly 20 years apart was this: “I tend to look at life through rose colored 
glasses.” That of course can be a good thing, but also has its set of concerns so one 
doesn’t gloss over areas of conflict, or need. 

To me personally, I am grateful, despite a number of areas of difficulty and set-backs 
I am still seeing things through those rose-colored glasses. I certainly will heed the 

advice of the counselor and pay close attention to situations and areas of conflict that arise, and make sure I have 
considered situations clearly.  

The testing is helpful and I am looking forward to growing and striving to be better each day. Quite honestly, I still 
plan on putting on those sweet specs as much as I can, I simply like how things look! Join me each week in 
worship as we discover a God whose love for us is unconditional! Now that is sweet and certainly something to 
celebrate!  

Blessings, Pat Pluss, Pastor  

SWISS UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST  NEW GLARUS | WI  

February 2022 

The Spire 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87266803633?pwd=RVpTOUN3NlVhTFoxdnVRY25vZ3B1QT09
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Message from Consistory President  
 
Gruetz, 
 
As our Annual Meeting approaches, I have been asked to provide the logistics of the 
meeting. It will look different again this year as we continue to deal 
with COVID and the challenges it requires of us all. 
 
Our Annual Meeting will follow our 9 am service February 13th. As 
usually, we ask you to social distance, do not come if you are ill, 
and wear a mask if you choose or if you are not fully vaccinated 
and have not had your booster shot. No refreshments will be 
served, so feel free to bring your coffee thermos or a bottle of water. 
A Zoom alternative will be provided. The address to enter the Zoom 
meeting is listed and will be sent prior to the meeting. You will 
receive a copy of the Annual Report in hard copy format through 
the mail and online two weeks before the meeting. Financials will 
not be included with the online version. Monica will have extra copies in the office if 
you need one. Included in the report will be an outline of the meeting, committee 
reports, financial information, and ballots to vote on the final altar renovation, a 
Constitution and bylaw amendment, and our OCWM contributions. Presently, we feel 
we have not gathered enough information to vote on a plan for Zwingli. The cemetery 
may be a topic of discussion if additional information is obtained from a legal source. 
We have big decisions to make. We will however, persevere, “always forward” with 
the spiritual guidance and grace of our membership. 

“And let us not grow weary of doing good for in due season we will reap, if we 

do not give up.”- Galatians 6:9 
 
Blessings,  
Bonnie Klassy 
 

 

Swiss UCC Worship Services 
In-person Worship: Every Sunday at 9:00 am. No pre-registration required.  
 

Online Worship: Swiss Church sermons and the Children’s Moment are pre-
recorded weekly and available on Facebook/Swiss Church or go to the Swiss UCC 
website at www.swisschurch.org to view.  
 

Wednesday Warm-up & Weekly E-News: Each Wednesday, Pat Pluss 
provides a weekly “Wednesday Warm-up” to give a little mid-week boost in your 
faith. If you receive the Weekly E-News, you will receive the Wednesday Warm-up. 
If you’d like to be put on the mailing list, contact the church office  at (608) 527-2119 
or email Monica at monica@swisschurch.org  The Wednesday Warm-up and 

Weekly E-News will not be available the week the Spire is published.  
______________________________________________________ 

 

Scripture Reading and Listening 
For those who want to spend quality time reading the Bible daily or maybe you want to listen to a Christian radio 
station go to 102.5 FM or 88.3 FM. A good website for scripture readings go to www.biblegateway.com.   
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Support & Prayers 
The Swiss Church Prayer Team supports our church family, friends, and neighbors 
during difficult times. If you are experiencing illness, anxiety, grief, difficult 
relationships, financial issues, or are worried about other concerns, our prayer team 
is ready to pray for you. Information is kept confidential, unless you request it to be 
shared with the congregation. To begin a chain of prayers for yourself or your loved 
ones, contact our prayer chain leader: Pat Pluss at (608) 558-6063 (email 
pat@swisschurch.org) or Ruth Anderegg at (608) 558-0776. 

______________________________________________________ 

 
Care and Share Group 

Care and Share is a group of church members who visit adults at the New Glarus Home 
and Glarner Lodge. The group send cards for birthdays, anniversaries, and Christmas to 
residents at the home and lodge. Telephone calls are made to church members that are 
socially isolated. A lack of regular interaction with others can affect one’s health and well-
being. This group keeps a friendly eye out and strives to keep connected with others. 
The group has faced a dramatic shift with COVID that has affected what they are able to 
do such as limited in home visits. If you enjoy people and love to put a smile on 
someone’s face, then Care and Share is for you. The Care and Share Committee is 
always looking for people to help a little or a lot. Contact Nancy Galhouse, Ruth 
Anderegg, or Diane Holcomb if interested.  

 

 
 

Joyful Hearts Mission Committee 
Each month Joyful Hearts Mission Committee meets on a Friday morning at 
7:00am to discuss possible mission projects for Swiss UCC. They consider 
both local and worldwide opportunities and make sure the organizations we 
support are validated. For the first quarter of 2022 – our mission project will 
be to fill an Ark for Heifer International. A huge thank you to Tom and Nancy 
Marty for creating a replica of the Ark for our sanctuary. Our gift of $5,000 
would buy 2 cows, 2 oxen, 2 sheep, 2 pigs, 2 water buffalo, 2 beehives, 2 
goats, 2 trios of  rabbits, 2 trios of ducks, 2 trios of guinea pigs, 2 flocks of 
geese, 2 flocks of chicks, community animal vet kit, 2 alpacas, and 2 
schools of fish! Check it out at www.heifer.org/catalog 
 
Please mark your donations Heifer Ark and watch in worship as our Ark is 
filled! Thank you for your support! 

______________________________________________________ 

 
Friends and Fellowship 
The decision has been made to wait until COVID numbers decrease before gathering for this event. We hope 
that will be soon! 

______________________________________________________ 

 
February Book Club  
Our February Book Club is the book “Centered: Trading Your Plans for a Life that Matters,” by Jason 
Brown. It is the true story of NFL lineman Jason Brown leaving a high paying football position to 
answer a call from God. We will meet in person in Fellowship Hall every Tuesday, starting February 
1st, with an online option as well. Contact Pat Pluss, pat@swisschurch.org if you are interested in 
joining the discussion. 
  

  Church News 
 
 
 

mailto:pat@swisschurch.org
http://www.heifer.org/catalog
mailto:pat@swisschurch.org
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Swiss Church 2022 Membership Directory Update 
 
Nancy Galhouse and Ruth Anderegg are progressing with the organization of our new Directory. Right now, we 
are working on the layout and will be assembling the additional pictures denoting the life of our Church. If you 
have a great picture that belongs in this delightful archive, please bring it to Church on Sunday or place it in the 
mailbox by the office. The picture should be in an envelope with “For the directory” written on the front. 
Some suggestions for pictures might be from the drive-by Communion(s) or Food Pantry. This will help 
commemorate keeping our Church active throughout this pandemic. After everything is compiled, laid out, 
organized and finalized, it will be sent to the printer. It will be approximately 4 months before delivery of the 
directory is expected. 
 
If YOU did not have your picture taken last November for our new Directory and want to be included, please 
submit a Vertical photo ASAP to the Church Office so you can be included. Thank you all for your patience and 
cooperation! 
 
Thank you. Nancy and Ruth 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
  
 
 

 
Confirmation students will meet on Wednesday. February 2nd, in-person from 6:00 pm to 7:00 pm with 
students and mentors. Matt and mentor, Peg Roth, are asked to start us with prayer. The Sidwell, Swan, and 
Swenson families are asked to provide simple snacks. 
 
Confirmation students will be asked to make deliveries on Sunday, February 6th following worship service. We 
will have Valentine packages to deliver to some of our senior members. Each student, with the assistance of 
their parents, (or mentors if parents are unable) will be asked to help make deliveries. If you have any questions 
or concerns, please contact Pat Pluss. 
 
(There will be no Middle school Sunday School or worship discussion in February due to conflicts.) 
We have changed our ZOOM meeting time - we will meet via ZOOM on February 16th, 6:00 pm to 7:00 pm. 
Students meet with Pat from 6:00 pm to 6:40 pm and with mentors from 6:45 pm to 7:00 pm 
Thank you for your support! 
 

Sunday School Schedule Picture Below: Children’s Moment with Pat 

February: 

6, 13, 20, 27 

 

March: 

6, 13, 20, 27 

 

April: 

3, 10, 17, 24 

 

May: 

1, 8, 15 (last day) 
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February 2021 
 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
 

Church Office Hours 
Monday: 12-3 pm 

Tuesday-Thursday: 9 am-3:00 pm 
Friday: Closed 

*Sunday School 

Food Pantry Hours 

Wednesdays: 4-6 pm 

Saturdays: 8-10 am 

Located in Zwingli Haus 

Waber Conference Rm. 

 

  
 

1 
10:30 am 
Book Club 

 

2 
6:00 pm-7:00 pm 
Confirmation 
Class, In-person 
Students & 
Mentors 

3 
 

 

4 
 

5 
 

6 
9:00 am- Worship 
Service/Live 
Streamed 
9:15 am-10 am 

Children’s SS* 
Confirmation 
Service Event 
(deliveries) after 
worship. 
10:30 am Worship 
Service-New 
Glarus Home 

7 8 
10:30 am 
Book Club 
 
 

9 
2:00 pm Worship 

Glarner Lodge 
 
6:30 pm 

Executive 
Mtg.  

 
6:30 pm  

Property 
Committee 

10 
 

 
 

11 
7:00 am Joyful 

Hearts 
Mission-
ZOOM 

 
10:00 am Staff 

Mtg. 

12 
 

13  ANNUAL 

MTG. 10AM 
9:00 am Worship 
Service/Live 
Streamed 
9:15 am-10 am 
Children’s SS* 
 

14 
 

15 
10:30 am 
Book Club 
 

 

16 
Confirmation 
Class 
ZOOM  
6:00 pm-7:00 pm 
(time changed) 

17 
 
 
 

 

18 
 

19 
 

20  
9:00 am Worship 
Service/Live 
Streamed 
9:15 am-10 am 
Children’s SS* 
. 

21 
  

22 
10:30 am 
Book Club 

 

23 
6:30 pm 
   Consistory 
   Mtg. 
 

24 
 

 
 

25 
 

26 

27 
9:00 am Worship 
Service/Live 
Streamed 
9:15 am-10 am 
Children’s SS* 

Communion 

28 February Greeters (North & South Entrances) 
February 6: Jessica Swan & Family 
February 13: Diana Clark and Eric Fink 
February 20: Diana Lehnherr and Bonnie Klassy 
February 27: John & Joy Freitag and Gloria Bodenmann 
Communion: John Freitag 

 
 

https://cliparting.com/free-february-clipart-14888/
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Swiss UCC Celebrations 

February Anniversaries 

14 Fred & Gloria Bodenmann 

16 Steve & Nancy Zweifel 

22 Jim & Diane Elmer 

   

   

  

February Birthdays 
1 Julia Barnaby, Pam Venden 17 Carol Holmes 

4 Jon Martinson 20 Issac Treichel 

5 Jerry Landmark, Connie Schafer 21 Diana Myers 

6 Dale Arndt, Debbie Kundert 22 Gif Hoesly 

8 Marc Barnaby 23 Richard Blum 

9 John Anderegg, JoAnne Buesser, 

Kris Penniston 

24 

 

Bodey Bright 

Nora Siegenthaler 

10 Julie Tyler 26 Shelby Fritz, Ralph Werndli 

11 Kate Bartosch, Angie Rear 27 Nic Hauser, Larry Shanahan 

13 Christy Klosterman, Guy Nelson 28 Grant Hubbard, Jessica Page 

14 Mary Anne Oemichen 29 Gladys Blum, Mark Douma 

15 Karl Lueschow   

16 Jill Duerst   

We are truly very sorry if we missed your anniversary or birthday. The information is taken from Realm. Your Birthday or 
Anniversary dates might not be entered in the database. Please contact the office so we are aware of your special day so 
we don’t miss it next time. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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North Stairway Closed 
The outdoor steps leading up to the church from 4th Avenue will be CLOSED starting November 
15th through April 15th. The stairwell is closed during the winter to protect the steps from damage 
caused by salt and to protect you from a potential injury. We ask that you do not bypass them. 
The church is closed for now but should it reopen we graciously ask that you adhere to this 
message. The entrances on the North and South side should be used when services resume.  

 
Winter Weather Reminder 
 
Brace yourself, winter is here and with it comes snow, ice, and below zero temperatures including severe wind 
chill factors. This means hazardous travel and exposure to extreme frostbite. To ensure the safety of our 
members, the Swiss UCC Church will cancel worship service and Sunday school classes when weather 
officials announce a “winter weather advisory or warning” with travel not 
advised. This includes a wind chill temperature of minus 25/30 degrees.  
 
A general rule of thumb is to use extreme caution when large amounts of 
snow/ice are predicted. Extremely low temperatures plus a wind chill factor 
make for dangerous situations. Falling can be just as fatal as driving so please don’t go out unless you know it’s 
safe.  

To determine whether Swiss UCC Church worship services and Sunday school classes are cancelled, 
check: 

• Your email for a general email notification from Swiss Church.  
▪ TV Stations: Channel 3, WISC; Channel 15, WMTV; Channel 27, WKOW   
▪ Radio: WEKZ: AM 1260, FM 93.7, 95.5 (based out of Monroe)  

• Facebook Page (Facebook.com/SwissChurch) 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Our Church’s Wider Mission (OCWM) 
One Great Hour of Sharing 
 
The OCWM provides funding from congregations for Conferences and the national 
ministries of the United Church of Christ (Wider Church Ministries, Local Church 
Ministries, Justice and Witness Ministries, General Ministries, and Pension Boards).  

 
The OCWM has five offerings in 2022. There is the One Great Hour of Sharing (fourth Sunday of Lent on March 
27, 2022); Strengthen the Church (Pentecost Sunday on June 5, 2022); Neighbors in Need (First Sunday in 
October on Oct. 2, 2022); Stewardship Sunday (Nov.13, 2022); and the Christmas Fund (the Sunday before 
Christmas on Dec.18, 2022).  
 
In March, offerings for “One Great Hour of Sharing” will be on March 27, 2022. Through this offering, the UCC 
collaborates with domestic and international partners to support humanitarian aid and sustainable development, 
bringing needed assistance to communities in need of long-term recovery and economic sustainability. Gifts 
also provide much needed resources to assist in providing clean water, food, education, health care, small 
business micro-credit, emergency relief, advocacy, and resettlement for refugees.  
 
Normally, the church would have envelopes available in the church, however due to the limited number of 
members able to attend in person and others attending through the online sermons, envelopes will be in the 
church sanctuary and some in the mailbox located by the church office. Offerings can be left in these envelopes 
OR you can use your own envelope. Be sure to write OCWM-One Hour on the front of the envelope. 
 
“Nobody hungry, nobody thirsty, shade from sun, shelter from the wind, For the Compassionate One guides them, takes them to the best 
springs.” -Isaiah 49:10 MSG 
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A THANKFUL HEART OVERFLOWS WITH 
Generosity 

Here are a few different ways to give and support our ministry… 
CHECK 
Make a check payable to either Swiss United Church of Christ, Swiss UCC or Swiss Church. 
You may designate a specific fund such as General, Property, OCWM, Cemetery or a different fund on your 
memo line of the check.   

DIRECT AUTOMATIC FROM BANK ACCOUNT 
Please call the church office to complete an authorization form to authorize a monthly 
donation from your bank account and return to Financial Secretary with a voided 
check.  

ONLINE 
Click the GIVE button on our church website at swisschurch.org 
Enter the amount you want to give, select a fund and enter your email address. 
Click GIVE and enter your payment method to complete the transaction. 

TEXT 
Text SWISSCHURCH and the amount to 73256. 
Click the link you receive in your text message response. 
Select a fund, enter your email address and payment information to complete the transaction. 

Thank you for your generous support of the work of our church! 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

2021-2022 Consistory Members 
Bonnie Klassy, President 
(608) 558-0227 (c); mikbon@tds.net  

Larry Shanahan, Vice President 
(608) 527-1949 (h); shanlarry.1937@gmail.com  

 
Shelly Johnson, Secretary 
(608) 852-5363 (h); smjohnson.ngwi@gmail.com 

 
Guy Nelson, Treasurer 
(608) 669-2312 (c); guynelson@tds.net 

 
Tabatha Barnaby 
(608) 527-3564 (h); (608) 513-2192 (c) 
juliagracesalon@yahoo.com 

 
Rachel Baker 
(608) 417-9090 (h); (608) 516-1959 (c) 
Rachelb.baker52@gmail.com 

 
Diana Clark 
(608) 385-9407 (c); Dianaclark608@gmail.com 

 
Nancy Galhouse 
(608) 527-2496 (h); nigsmile1@hotmail.com 

 
Eric Fink 
(608) 527-2091 (h); (608) 234-7142 (c) 
EMfink@78@gmail.com 

 
Amber Marty 
(608) 333-3585 (c); ms2004amber@gmail.com 
 

 
Timothy Usher 
(608) 527-2469 (h); (608) 445-8469 (c) 
tmush53@gmail.com 

Kay Zimmerman 
(608) 527-2111 (h); Zimmermk2@gmail.com 

 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Support Fair Trade 
 
Our Mission Committee sells Fair Trade/Equal Exchange coffee, tea, chocolate bars, and olive 
oil. The supply of goods was housed in Fellowship Hall and with COVID it was moved to the 
church office. This allowed for people to pick up items until church services resumed. Since 
services have resumed for some time, Fair Trade products were again moved back to the church 
where they are available for purchase each Sunday. The items are located in the narthex. 
Currently, there are 5 bottles of Olive Oil that are on sale, half-price for $7.50. Pick yours up on 
Sunday and support Fair Trade!   

file:///C:/Users/Swiss/Documents/My%20Dropbox/Spire/2021%20-%20Spire/April/April%202021%20Spire.docx
mailto:mikbon@tds.net
mailto:shanlarry.1937@gmail.com
mailto:smjohnson.ngwi@gmail.com
mailto:guynelson@tds.net
mailto:juliagracesalon@yahoo.com
mailto:Rachelb.baker52@gmail.com
mailto:Dianaclark608@gmail.com
mailto:nigsmile1@hotmail.com
mailto:EMfink@78@gmail.com
mailto:ms2004amber@gmail.com
mailto:ms2004amber@gmail.com
mailto:tmush53@gmail.com
mailto:Zimmermk2@gmail.com
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Moving or Relocating?  

If your address, phone number or email changes, please notify the office so we are up-to-date! 
Call the church office and we can verify the address or give you the correct one if you are not 
sure.  

______________________________________________________ 
 

Becoming a Church Member? 
 
If you or someone you know is interested in becoming a member of Swiss Church, please contact the church 
office at (608) 527-2119 or email Pat Pluss at pat@swisschurch.org We are always ready to welcome anyone 
who would like to be a part of our church family with open arms. 
 
  

2021 2021 2020 2021 2021 2020 2021 BUDGET

ACTUAL BUDGET ACTUAL ACTUAL BUDGET ACTUAL NET NET

INCOME INCOME INCOME EXPENSES EXPENSES EXPENSES INCOME INCOME

January $19,528 $19,752 $21,948 $21,136 $18,506 $16,318 -$1,608 $1,246

February $22,954 $21,583 $19,701 $21,921 $22,609 $24,464 $1,033 -$1,026

March $15,623 $22,728 $22,546 $22,231 $21,290 $20,782 -$6,609 $1,438

April $19,684 $25,753 $23,289 $21,630 $20,156 $18,121 -$1,945 $5,597

May $16,928 $22,120 $20,355 $19,404 $22,555 $17,729 -$2,476 -$435

June $21,112 $16,399 $15,403 $17,028 $22,328 $21,416 $4,084 -$5,929

July $19,936 $19,433 $17,296 $17,041 $18,756 $17,258 $2,895 $676

August $22,046 $18,536 $16,415 $15,651 $20,153 $19,009 $6,395 -$1,618

Sept. $17,861 $15,994 $12,597 $16,163 $20,032 $17,863 $1,698 -$4,039

October $15,945 $16,222 $16,421 $15,493 $22,387 $20,437 $452 -$6,166

Nov. $18,502 $19,515 $19,606 $15,396 $20,263 $18,400 $3,106 -$748

Dec. $39,932 $38,242 $35,781 $20,043 $22,529 $20,049 $19,889 $15,713

YTD $250,051 $256,275 $241,358 $223,137 $251,564 $231,844 $26,914 $4,711

2019 BENEVOLENCE DONATIONS

OCWM Non-OCWM

Restricted Restricted Cemetery Property Endow General $56,529

January $964 $4,508 $1,152 -$554 Property $126,975

February $849 $2,065 $2,281 $972 Restricted $45,206

March $739 $1,105 $4,862 $1,607 $6,510 Cash Reserve $75,000

April $914 $1,225 $276 $1,932 Cemetery $17,854

May $904 $8,064 $4,247 $1,967 Cem. Savings $7,406

June $784 $885 $2,068 -$11,519 $3,807 Cem. Perpetual Care $57,547

July $809 $1,130 $1,131 $3,392 Endowment Fund $617,403

August $829 $3,774 -$573 -$9,784 Debt Obligation $0

Sept. $879 $10,971 $1,211 $25,162 $1,704 Current Liabilities $1,873

October $674 $12,135 $911 $7,189 PROPERTY FUND PROJECTS

Nov. $784 $5,624 $795 $12,104 Balance as of 12/31/21   $126,974.82$126,974.82

Dec. $1,119 $6,950 $6,512 $25,735 $211,170 GOAL $150,000.00

YTD $10,248 $58,435 $24,873 $58,200 $223,191

Pledge $10,000 11:48 PM 1/14/22

General Fund

2021 YEAR TO DATE FINANCIAL SUMMARY

OTHER FUND FINANCIAL SUMMARY Balance as of 12/31/2021

Net Income

mailto:pat@swisschurch.org
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