
 

 

THE SPIRE                   

       December 2025 
 
A Message from Our Pastor, Pat Pluss . . . 
This decoration of 3 angels holding a peace sign is one of my favorites.  It was a gift to me 
several years ago.  The peace sign they are holding reminds me of the four beautiful gifts we 
traditionally talk about as being the beautiful gifts of the heart of 
Christmas: Hope, Peace, Joy, & Love.  These are not just words that 
we see on decorations, Christmas Cards, or banners.  They are gifts 
God gives us – gifts we carry with us through every season of life.  
And the truth is we don’t need all of them in the same measure at 

the same time.  Sometimes one rises to the top because of what we are facing.   

Some seasons in life we cling most tightly to Hope.  When life feels uncertain, when 
we are waiting for answer, when the days feel long or heavy – hope is the gift that keeps 
us moving forward, Christ’s birth reminds us that God steps into the darkness with light, and new beginnings 
are always possible.  

Other seasons we long for Peace.  Peace is often what we seek when worry, illness, conflict, or change weighs 
on our shoulders.   Peace doesn’t always mean life looks calm – but it does mean that Christ is calming us.  Even 
in the middle of turmoil, Jesus whispers.  “My peace I give to you.”  

Then there are the seasons when Joy surprises us.  Joy isn’t the same as happiness; it’s deeper, steadier, 
something God plants in us that which circumstances cannot take away.  Sometimes joy peeks out in small 
ways – a child’s laughter, a shared meal, a quiet moment of gratitude.  Christmas reminds us that joy was born 
into the world in a simple stable, reminding us that we don’t need perfect moments to experience God’s 
goodness.  

And in every season, most important is Love.  Love is the gift that holds all the others together.  God’s love 
came down at Christmas, wrapped in swaddling clothes, reminding us that we are never forgotten, never alone.  
We give love, we receive love, and in doing so we live out the heart of Christmas.   

Perhaps this year, you find yourself especially in need of all the gifts, remember God is a generous God, a good 
God, who gives freely.  He meets each of us right where we are, offering exactly what our heart needs, at 
Christmas and every season of life.  

May these gifts of Christmas settle gently into your heart, as the little angels remind us of what the Apostle Paul 
writes in 2 Thessalonians 3:16 “Now may the Lord of peace Himself give you peace at all times and in every way.”  

Dave and I wish you a season filled with these beautiful gifts of Christmas.  We’re grateful to celebrate the 
greatness of our God with you in worship, and we pray God’s blessings over you as we enter a new year.  

Merry Christmas!   ~ Pat 

 

 

 

Swiss United Church of Christ New Glarus | WI 



Advent Mission! 
Advent is full of opportunities to connect and celebrate – This year our Advent mission will be a two-fold 
project collecting for both a local and global mission.  50% of the offering will go to each mission.  Our local 
mission: Keep Wisconsin Warm/Cool Fund (KWW/CF) a non-profit that provides direct help to vulnerable 
households.  Our global mission: Smile Train, a non-profit provides free cleft lip and palate surgery to 
children in 87 countries.  
 
Proceeds from the Blessing Bazaar and Chili Stand (Along with our November Fresh Christmas Tree Sale) 
all go to our Advent Mission.  Thank you so much for your support! 
 

December Worship 
➢ Sunday, Dec. 7 - 2nd Sunday in Advent – Holy Communion Served 
➢ Sunday, Dec. 14 - 3rd Sunday in Advent – “Sounds of the Season” – A service filled with Music!   

If you know of someone or if you could provide special music for the service, please let Pat or 
Rosalie know! 

➢ Sunday, Dec. 21 - 4th Sunday in Advent – “Children’s Christmas Program” – A celebration 
Christmas! 

➢ Wednesday, Dec. 24 - Christmas Eve Worship – 7pm – Candle Light Service 
➢ Sunday, Dec. 28 - Year End Service – Rev. Ted Drewsen – Guest preacher 

 
 

Confirmation 
Wed. December 3, 6:00 PM - 730 PM will be held at the church in Fellowship Hall.  A meal is served at the 
meeting.  It is important to eat together – please come hungry! 
 
This is the only one scheduled meeting in December for the students.  Students are asked to volunteer at the 
Blessing Bazaar/Cookie Walk, Chili Stand, or ring bells for Salvation Army!  
 

Men’s Community Breakfast 
Join us 8 AM on Saturday, January 3rd for a delicious time of food and fellowship!  There will be no gathering 
in December, but 2026 will be a great time to start up again!    January Chefs include Barb Anderson and Barb 
Bright.  The devotion will be offered by Dean Stamm.  Kitchen crew members are always welcome too!  If you 
are interested in helping prepare a breakfast, please leave a message at the church office.  Guests are always 
welcome – please invite others to join you! 

 

(This letter below was received recently by Pastor Pat – To be shared with our Swiss United Church 
of Christ members and friends --) 
 
Habitat for Humanity of Green County is thrilled to share some wonderful news with your Congregation! 
We would love for you to help spread the word to anyone who might be blessed by this opportunity. Habitat for 
Humanity of Green County has started building a new home right here in Monroe, Wisconsin. The foundation 
is being laid now, and when spring arrives in 2026, we’ll begin raising the walls. Our hope and prayers are to 
see this home completed and ready for a family by the end of next summer.  

We also invite you to join us for an informational open house on Thursday, December 4th, from 5-7pm at 
Blackhawk Technical College. This event is for anyone interested in learning more about how to qualify, apply, 
and prepare to become the future homeowner of this new Habitat home. We are so grateful for the support as 
we build strength, stability, and hope through homeownership in our community. 

Lynn Brooks 

Executive Director 

Habitat for Humanity of Green County 

 
“Home is the nicest word there is.” – LIW 

 



The Future of Swiss Church depends on all of us!    
As another year comes to an end, we can all be proud of the financial improvements that have been made the last 
few years at Swiss Church.  As the treasurer for the last 2 years, I’ve been watching the financial strength grow 
on a monthly basis.  Even with the economic uncertainty in the world today, members of Swiss Church have 
remained very generous!   
 
There is one group of individuals that deserve special recognition.  Over the last 30 some years - the individuals 
that have contributed to the Planned Giving Endowment Fund.  Some gave small amounts and others more, but 
when they have been combined and invested these amounts, these donations are now making a BIG difference in 
Swiss Church today!  Two years ago, the endowment fund generated $13,000 to help with Property, Mission and 
Christian Education expenses.  This year the amount was increased to $25,000 and next year $35,000.  Most of 
this will be used to offset needed repairs/improvements on the building.  As you can see the income from our 
Endowment Fund is beginning to play an important role in the future of Swiss Church.  So, as the year comes to 
an end, do some research, talk to your tax preparer, or accountant on the best way for you to leave a little to our 
Endowment Fund.  If we all leave a little, we can make a big difference for future generations.   
 
Wishing everyone a blessed Christmas and a healthy New Year!   ~ Jon Ziltner, Treasurer 
 

December Joyful Celebrations 
Anniversaries 

 
  

 

9 Merton & Delayne Retrum 30 Jon & Judy Ziltner  

14 Carl & Linda Marquart 30 H. Gregg & Linda Smith 

20 John & Joy Freitag    

Birthdays 
2 Calvin Johnson 16 Jason Perkins 

3 Ty Ready, Diana Clark  18 Don Rupnow, Leah Hanson-Kube, Betty Owen 

5 Beverly Yaun, Casey Nelson 20 Sue Kempfer 

6 Katie Pavek, Kay Zimmerman, Dave Owen 21 Rachel Baker 

7 Delayne Retrum 22 Laney MacLeod 

8 Brody MacLean 25 Carol Hustad, Dan Wilkinson 

9 Judy Ziltner  26 Will Oelke, Louise Hicks 

11 Avery Stamn, Carter Stamn, Devyn Wieser 28 Jessica Swan, Sam Perkins 

12 Mary Ann Kratzenberg, Bonnie Klassy 29 Rebecca Hauser, Taylor Legler, Charleen 

Mattmann, Pat Pluss, Karen Wenger 

13 Kathy Holland 31 Brian Jeglum, Macey MacLean 

14 Oliver Pavek, Kim Stamn   
We are truly very sorry if we missed your anniversary or birthday. The information is taken from Realm the church database. Contact 
the office so we are aware of your special day, so we don’t miss it next time. 

REMINDER – Swiss UCC has Medical Equipment available for your use -- 
Swiss United Church of Christ in New Glarus has opened a Medical Equipment Mart.  We became aware that many people don’t 
have access to or cannot afford needed medical equipment after a procedure or accident.  We are both collecting, and distributing new 
and gently used medical equipment.  Items such as wheelchairs, canes, walkers, crutches, shower aids, commodes, etc. are both 
accepted and loaned out. 
 
Please contact our church office at 608-527-2119 for more information on how to donate or borrow medical equipment.  Arrangements 
can be made to drop off items that are clean and in good working order.  If you aware of anyone who needs medical equipment, please 
spread the word.  Thank you!  God Bless. 



 
 

“Thanks” to our SUCC  

Christmas decorating crew! 
(Left to right – Debbie Kundert, Judy Ziltner, Barb 
Anderson, Peg Hartman, Gloria Bodenmann, 
Sandy Nelson, & Jon Ziltner (not in the photo). 
 (Photo by Jon Ziltner) 

 
       MARK YOUR CALENDAR -- 

December 6th – 
Holiday Cookie Sale & 

Blessings Bazaar  
At Swiss Church,  
in Fellowship Hall - 8 AM – Noon 
 

ALSO – Warm up Outside 

with a cup of CHILI 

sponsored by the SUCC 

during the Christkindli Market in 
downtown New Glarus – 11 AM – 
4 PM, that same day – Support 
our Mission Projects – local and 
abroad. 

 

 
 

Swiss          

        United Church of Christ – Ways to Give    
 

 

 In Person   
 Whether it’s cash or check, we appreciate your kindness. Please place your donations 

 in an offering envelope and drop them in the offering box at the back of church.   
 

 

Online 

Visit www.swisschurch.org and click the “Give” button to set up a one-time or a recurring  

donation or to make a payment.  

 

 

  QR CODE  
  Scan the QR code to visit our online giving page. Open your camera app and point it for 2 -3 seconds  

  towards the QR code.  Tap the notification to open the link. 

 

 
   Text   
   Text SWISSCHURCH to 73256 to set up a one-time or recurring donation. Make sure to have your  

    payment information on hand. 

 

                                              Thank you!  



 
 

 

DECEMBER Calendar of Events 2025 
  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday   

Please call the SUCC church office – (608)527-2119 – Leave a message 
on the answering machine and we will return your call as soon as possible.  
Thank you! 

 

 {*SS-Sunday School}              1 2 3 4 5 6 

Worship Service-In 
person/live streamed 

9:15 am-10 am 

Children’s SS*  
NGH service 
10:30am 

1st Sunday in 
Advent 

 

 Clergy Mentor 
Meeting 

Confirmation 
class – Students 
and Mentors 

6pm-7:30 pm 

Glarner Lodge 
Service – 
10am 

 8:00am –  

Noon  

Cookie Walk & 

“Blessings 
Bazaar”. 

 

Chili Stand – 

11 AM – 4 PM 

 7        8 9 10 11 12 13 

9:00 am Worship 
Service-In 
person/live streamed 

9:15 am-10 am 

Children’s SS*  
 

Communion served 
– 9am worship 

 
 

Executive  

Meeting – 

6:00 pm - FH 

 

Consistory 
Meeting – 
6:30pm 

Fellowship hall 

Ministry Team 
Meeting 

  

14    15 16 17 18 19 20 

9:00 am Worship 
Service-In person/live 
streamed 

9:15 am-10 am 

Children’s SS*  
“Sounds of the 
Season” – 9 am 

worship 

 
 

Property 
Committee Meeting 
– 6:00pm in  

Fellowship hall 

Snack preparation 
for Isolated 
members 

 
  

21          22 23 24 25 26 27 

9:00 am Worship 
Service-In 
person/live streamed 

9:15 am-10 am 

Children’s SS* 
Children’s Christmas 
Program – 9 am 
worship 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

Christmas Eve 
Candle Light 
Services: 

Swiss UCC – In 
person & live 
streamed 
7:00pm 

 

     

28 29                             30                            31 
   

Worship 9 am in 
person/live streamed 

Rev. Ted Drewsen – 
guest preacher  

 

      

 
 
 
 



 
 

Poinsettias for Christmas and Monetary  

Donations received in Memory of Loved Ones  - 
 
Red, White, & Marble Poinsettias in Loving Memory of…  
Doris & Royal Ziltner, Richard & Pat & Shirley Nelson (Guy & Sandy Nelson and Family);  Dwight & Marilyn Elmer;  Ken & 

Ramona DeNure (Jim & Diane Elmer and Family); Royal & Doris Ziltner; Wilton & Lorella Marty (Jon & Judy Ziltner, 
Kristina, Kim, Luke, & Nicole); Ron Martinson; Fred & Eleanor Meyer; Abert & Violet Martinson (Jane Martinson and 
family); Palmer & Mavis Duerst; Rolland & Betty Hustad; (Carol & David Hustad); Lawrence Meland  (Naomi Meland, 
Madeline & Marilyn); Marie & Russell Reuter, and Lynne Hustad (Tom & Nancy Marty); Our Grandson Chandler (Grandma 
& Papa Kiesz); {Mom} – Katie Elmer (Tim & Mary Usher); Dick & Darlene Voegeli  (Larry & Diane Powers); Armand Hanna 

– (Phil, Brent, Brenda & family); David Hansen, and Fred & Doris Kube – (Leah Hanson-Kube & Keith Kube); Kent 

Anderson – (Barb Anderson); Hatti Foster; Ameilia Mueller – (Deb Foster); Aimee Susan Hails Russell and James Francis 

Thompson– (With great love and gratitude to both of our parents/(grandparents) – who both passed away this year– 
Rebecca, Mark, Noah, Jonah, and Abraham Thompson. 
 
Donation made in Loving Memory of…  
Beth Ann Hustad - Donation to the Mission Fund – (Dale Hustad) 
 
Donation made to a special project - Advent Missions – Rachel & Denny Baker 
 
Poinsettia – to Spread Christmas Cheer …  
Rachel & Denny Baker; Debbie & Jim Kundert 

 

  2025 Consistory Members  
Kim Bright, President 

(608)214-1962 (c); 
kimrbright@gmail.com 

Chris Kiesz, Vice President 
(608)214-6853 (c) 
ckiesz@tds.net  

Jon Ziltner, Treasurer 

(608)438-5695 
jziltner@wekz.net 
 

Jessica Swan, Recording Secretary for 

Consistory Meetings 

(608)862-1750 (h); (608)214-1750(c) 
jessica_e_swan@hotmail.com  

Rachel Baker, Recording Secretary for 

Executive Meetings 

(608)417-9090 (h); (608)516-1959(c) 
rachelbbaker52@gmail.com  

Ron Legler 

(608)214-6683 (c) 
ronlegler78@gmail.com 

Heidi Mondloch 

(608)527-4855 (h); (608)443-9701 (c) 
hesalzma@yahoo.com  

Gary Krahenbuhl 

(608)527-2670 (h) 
garykrahenbuhl@gmail.com 

Nicole Sidwell 

(817)913-6221 
nsidwell@gmail.com 

Steve Rossing 

(608)558-8765 
srossing57@gmail.com  

 
Stay Safe in the Winter -- Use your discretion during the winter months regarding your attendance at worship services.  
Extreme lows in temperature plus the wind chill factor can make for dangerous situations.  Please use extreme caution when large 
amounts of snow/ice are present, too. If weather officials are recommending travel “only if absolutely necessary”, most likely all 
church activities will be cancelled.  
 
How will I know if Swiss Church Services been cancelled? 

• Listen to local radio stations: WEKZ 1260AM or 93.7FM 

• Check your email for a message sent from the SUCC office through Realm or our Swiss UCC Facebook page 
 

 

mailto:kimrbright@gmail.com
mailto:ckiesz@tds.net
mailto:jziltner@wekz.net
mailto:jessica_e_swan@hotmail.com
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Swiss UCC Consistory Meeting Minutes 
October 15, 2025 

 
Present: Kim Bright, Chris Kiesz, Jon Ziltner, Ron Legler, Gary Krahenbuhl, Nicole Sidwell, Steve Rossing 
Absent: Pastor Pat Pluss, Rachel Baker, Jessica Swan, Heidi Mondloch 
 
1. Call to order at 6:30 PM 
2. Opening prayer- provided by Chris Kiesz 
3. Approval of agenda with additional by Kim Bright to include youth feedback under Old Business and filming with Alphorns under New 
Business.  Motion to approve by Jon Ziltner, seconded by Steve Rossing, all voted in favor.  
4. Review and approve CONSENT agenda 
      a. Approve last month's minutes- Kim Bright moved to approve, Ron Legler seconded, all voted in favor. 
      b. Treasurer's report- Jon Ziltner provided a treasurer’s report.  In addition, Jon reported that a number of checks were received 
from members of Shepard of the Hills Lutheran Church designated to the All God’s Children fund.  Jon also reported that a notice was 
received from OCWM for $10,255.00 which was the same amount as last year.  Also requested was a $500 pledge annually to the 
United Church of Christ camps. These requests will be reviewed and considered for next year’s budget.  Motion to approve by Kim 
Bright, seconded by Nicole Sidwell.  All voted in favor.  
 Treasurer’s Report for Financial Statements ending September 30, 2025 

Income for September was $17,435 and expenses were $18,783 for a net loss of $1,350.  YTD income is $196,925 and expenses are 
$165,980 for a net income of $30,945.  Last year through September income was $178,027 and expenses were $170,909 for a net 
profit of $7,118.  This year through September our income is almost $19,000 over last year and expenses are down almost $5,000.  In 
September there were no large unbudgeted expenses.  OWCM contributions are $8,313 through September, on track to reach our 
pledge of $10,255.  

Respectfully Submitted, 
Jon Ziltner 

      c.  Approve checks- checks were previously reviewed and approved via email due to postponement of last week’s consistory 
meeting to today.  These checks have been paid, however, an additional check was received, the Visa bill for $410.00.  Motion made 
by Kim Bright to approve, seconded by Chris Kiesz, all voted in favor.   

d. Spire article reminder- Nicole Sidwell will complete the November article. 
5. Clergy Report submitted by Pastor Pat Pluss: 

• Nov. 1 - Men’s Community Breakfast 
• Nov. 2 - We will celebrate All Saints Day, I have emailed letter to six families and will have Diane send a formal letter as well. 
• Nov. 5 - Confirmation Meets in Fellowship Hall and Nov. 16 at New Glarus Home Chapel. 
• Nov. 9 – Rev. Mark Yurs is preaching & Nov. 30 - Rev. Petra Streiff is preaching– I will be taking both Sundays off. 

I am planning on leading an all-church Bible study Wednesdays, starting in November- depending on the availability of the books we 
may start Nov. 12. 

The Lodge is requesting Roslie and I change our meeting time.  They prefer afternoons, they will be contacting us with the desired day 
and time, and the New Glarus Home is asking me to provide a Bible study there as well as lead worship when the month has 5 
Thursdays.   

Advent Mission projects include:  A local mission:  Keep Wisconsin Warm/Cool Fund (KWW/CF), a non-profit that provides direct help 
to vulnerable households.  A global mission:  Smile Train, a non-profit provides free cleft lip and palate surgery to children in 87 
countries. Denny and Rachel Baker will kick-off our Advent missions with a live-Christmas Tree sale at their house on November 29.   

Our Candy collection for the community Trick or Treat event and the items for Prairie Haus is going very well!  

 
Committee Reports: 
1. Property-     
a) Update on odor in fellowship hall.  There was no report from property committee but some consistory members reported extensive 
cleaning in areas in the basement have been ongoing and the foul smell previously reported has diminished.  Work continues on this 
issue.  



 
 

b) Update on pipe issue: Kim Bright reported that we are waiting on estimates from Ahern related to bacteria in pipes of the sprinkler 
system.  
c) Air Conditioning update: Kim Bright reported that there are two quotes being sought, the first for large units that would sit outside 
with air pumped into the sanctuary via vents.   The second option is for mounted units placed on the back wall of the balcony.  
2. Hospitality-     
a) There is a broad review of how SUCC welcomes visitors and members, spearheaded by Pastor Pat.  This is an ongoing project.  
3. Executive- 
a) Pastor Pat will be using vacations days on Sunday, Nov 9 and Sunday, Nov 30.  Rev Mark Yurs is preaching Nov. 9 and Rev Petra 
Streiff is preaching on Nov. 30.  Consistory members will be chosen to assist on these Sundays.  
4. Christian Ed- 
a) Nicole Sidwell reports that the children’s program will be held on Dec 21 at SUCC.  
 
New Business:  

• Tech equipment upgrades, funded by donor money.  Kim Bright discussed the need for new computers, misc. equipment 
including AV mic for the weekly live stream. The approximate cost is $3500 and a donor has offered to cover the cost. Chris 
Kiesz made a motion to approve the purchase of two new computers and miscellaneous equipment needed to upgrade the 
SUCC live streaming program. Funds have been donated and will cover the cost, seconded by Steve Rossing. All voted in 
favor.  

• Filming Alphorns- Kim Bright reports that Andrew Schultz, Director of Männerchor and Yodel Club has requested use of Swiss 
Church for filming the Alphorns with “Americans Test Kitchen” TV crew.  Kim Bright made a motion to approve the use of 
SUCC inside or outside, for the filming event with the Alphorns and “Americas Test Kitchen.”  Seconded by Nicole Sidwell, all 
voted in favor.  

• Committees at SUCC- the executive committee suggested looking at the current list of committees to see if they were still 
active.  After discussion with Pastor Pat, Kim Bright reports that all are active.  
 

Old Business:  
1. Website Review Update- Refreshing and updating the website has been discussed to make it more welcoming for guests and 
members.  Discussions were also held with office staff and technical support.  Needs and suggestions were discussed and all 
concluded that refreshing of the website and staff training are needed.  Kim Bright moved to pursue changing the website and 
host/support vendor before Dec 31, 2025, seconded by Nicole Sidwell.  All voted in favor.  Discussions with potential vendors will 
proceed and be reported on in upcoming meetings.  
2. Zwingli Committee Update- Kim Bright reports that this committee is meeting again.  The next meeting is Oct 20.  Monthly updates 
will be provided to consistory.   
3. Sanctuary Screen and Live Streaming of SUCC Services Update- Kim Bright shared the ongoing challenges of live streaming the 
weekly service. The equipment is outdated, borrowed and inadequate.  Ben Bedward is working on finishing upgrades for the live 
stream and is working with vendors for equipment pricing.  
4. Discussion/review of last month’s discussion about ICE, undocumented immigrants and responsibilities of SUCC.  Kim Bright 
reported going to the Catholic Multicultural Center in Madison.  This organization has a variety of services, ranging from immigrant legal 
services, a food pantry, daily meals and employment search assistance, etc.  Pamphlets in both English and Spanish are in the 
narthex.  If there are guests needing services, or if you are aware of people in the community that need services, these are a great 
resource to provide.  
5. Feedback from youth- it was suggested to ask youth from our congregation what they enjoy and what they would like to see from 
SUCC.  The few youth who were asked had positive comments and enjoyed coming to church, and feel comfortable at SUCC.  There 
was discussion about possibly surveying past confirmands via mail.  

 
Kim Bright moved to adjourn the meeting at 7:40 PM, seconded by Jon Ziltner, all voted in favor.  
 
Respectfully Submitted by Chris Kiesz, typed by Jessica Swan 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

Letter of “Thanks” received from Pastor Miguel in El Salvador. His wife Lidia 
runs the AGC program for us in San Salvador and the surrounding area.   (Christine 

Craven - {“All God’s Children” program} recently received this letter of “Thanks” to share with everyone who 
supports this important Scholarship program in San Salvador. 

 

Dear Rev. Pat Pluss 
Dear Christine, 
 
Dear Sisters and brothers in Swiss 
United Reformed Church in New Glarus 
- Greetings from Emmanuel Baptist 
Church in San Salvador. 

 
We hope everything in your lives as well 
as the ministry of your Church is going 
fine, living the presence of The Grace of 
God. 

 
Before this year end, we want to reiterate 
our Gratitude to you because your 
generous solidarity with our ministry. 
Accompanying poor communities in the 
rural areas in this country, (The 
Scholarship Program) to support 
children from poor families, as well our 
ministry promoting a Culture for Peace 
with children and youth.  Thanks a lot for 
such solidarity. 
 
From the 2nd ‘til 5th of December we'll 
have a Week of Prayers, we will include 
Swiss United Reform Church and your 
Ministries in our prayers, but if you 
have a particular petition of prayer, 
please let us know to pray for it. 
 
May the Grace of the little child who was 
born in Bethlehem, be with you all, On 
Behalf Emmanuel Baptist Church. 
 
Blessings and Peace! 

 
Miguel Tomas Castro Garcia, 
Senior Minister. 



 
 

 

SUCC Volunteer Schedule – December 2025 – February 2026 
Please go ahead to schedule your own trade with another volunteer, if you have a conflict with the schedule below.  After you schedule 
a trade, please call the church office (608)527-2119, or notify Diane at diane@swisschurch.org, with the updates.  Thank you!   
(Please note: The Confirmation students & their families have been added to this Volunteer schedule – and will be on the next 
Volunteer schedule also – March-May schedule.) 

Date 
Dec. 2025-Feb. 2026 

Volunteer – North Door 
– (facing pool) 

Volunteer - South 
Door (upstairs) 

Communion – 
(Served the 1st 
Sunday of the 
month 

Coffee Hour Fellowship 
To be held in Fellowship Hall immediately 
following the church service 

Communion 
Sun.,Dec. 7th – 2nd Sunday 
in Advent 

Terry & Peggy Roth Dale Hustad Diane Elmer  
Diane & Jim Elmer 

Sun.,Dec. 14th – 3rd 
Sunday in Advent 

Sounds of the Season! 

Greg & Melanie, 
& Finley Hubbard 

Madeline Zuber   
Judy & Jon Ziltner 

Sun., Dec. 21st – 4th 
Sunday in Advent – 
Children’s Christmas 
Program 

Scott, Lindsey, & 
Myles Gruenenfelder 

Sue & Roy Kempfer   
Denny & Diane Holcomb 

Wednesday, Dec. 
24th – 
Christmas Eve 
Worship 7pm – 
Candle Light Service  

Eric, Jesse, & Tyler Fink  Barb Anderson   

Christmas Eve - 

No Coffee Hour 

Sun., Dec. 28th 
Year End Service – Rev. 
Ted Drewsen-guest 
preacher 
 

 
Sandy & Guy Nelson 

 
Brenda Bright 

  
Sandy & Guy Nelson 

Jan. 4th -   2026 
 

Bob,Tara, Dane, Wade, 
& Hazel Schmitz 

Brenda Keepers and 
John Mauermann 

Barb Anderson Nancy & Tom Marty 

Jan. 11th 
 

Cory & Kim, Avery, 
Carter, & Brycen Stamn 

Tabatha Barnaby  Nora Lea & Mark Hoesly 

Jan. 18th 
 

Rachel & Denny Baker Bonnie Klassy & 
Diana Lehnherr 

 Tabatha Barnaby and 
Brenda Bright 

Jan. 25th Shelby & Ron Fritz Peggy Hartman  Rachel & Denny Baker 
Diane & Larry Powers 

Feb. 1st 
 

Tricia, Jeff, Clara, &  
Connor Winden 

Kay Zimmerman Rilla & Kegan 
French 

Amy & Ron Legler 

Feb. 8th Tom & Nancy Marty Dale Hustad  Rilla & Kegan French 
and Shelly Johnson 

Feb. 15th Denny & Diane Holcomb Madeline Zuber  Barb Anderson and 
Cheryl Bartle 

Feb. 22nd 
Kali & Kyle,  
& Preston Montgomery 
 
     

Nancy Galhouse  Gloria Bodenmann 
Nancy Galhouse 

 
Note:  If you are scheduled with another SUCC member on this coffee hour rotation – please contact them ahead, to 
discuss your plan to host.  Reminder – The Church provides coffee and water for coffee hour.  If you choose to 
provide any other beverage (such as juice) the coffee hour host will need to be responsible for making this 
purchase and paying for the cost.  Also – If you know of someone new who would like to join our coffee hour team, 
please contact Diane Elmer in the SUCC church office – 608-527-2119 or email – diane@swisschurch.org – Thank you! 

Thank you to All Volunteers – we appreciate you sharing your time and talents. 
 

mailto:diane@swisschurch.org
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What:  Swiss Church Trivia Mission Night! 
When:  January 31st (tentatively 4:00-6:00 pm) 
Where:  Fellowship Hall at Swiss Church 
Cost:  $10.00 per participant 
 

Swiss Historical Committee is sponsoring a Trivia Night to 
support local charities and missions.  If you would like to support 
your cause in a fun way, join us for a night of community trivia.  
Only ten teams will be able to register.  Each team will be 

composed of 8 people.  Teams will choose a favorite charity or mission to play for from the list before the 
game begins.  Cash prizes will go directly to the charity or mission the team selects. 
 
During the event, free popcorn and juice will be available, and amazing door prizes will be given away.  
Participants may also bring snacks and drinks.  We ask that they be non-alcoholic.   
 
Form your team, claim your table, and register with the church secretary at 608-527-2119. 
 
Historical Committee:  Barb Anderson, Amber Marty, Bonnie Klassy, Amy Legler, Ron Legler. 
 
List of Charities from our notes:   

a. El Salvador 
b. Green Cares 
c. Green County Humane Society 
d. Family Promise 
e. Big Brothers Big Sisters 
f. Caring for Kids 

g. Porchlight 
h. Camp AweSum (Autism Camp) 
i. Second Harvest 
j. New Glarus Home Auxiliary 
k. Coats for Kids 
l. Salvation Army

 

Green Cares Food Pantry, Inc. recently sent a Thank You to Swiss UCC for the donation that was 

received at the end of October 2025.  Thanks to all who donate to Green Cares Food Pantry.  Green Cares 
Food Pantry stated in their Thank You letter that they will be there to help combat the fight against hunger in 
Green County.  Again, they so greatly appreciate all the help and your support.  Thank you! 
 

Swiss UCC Missions Project – 
 

Please mark your calendar – Be sure to attend the Swiss UCC 

CHILI fundraising event – Saturday, Dec. 6th – 11 am – 4 pm, 

(during the “New Glarus Christkindli Market”, held downtown). 
 
(SUCC Missions – Proceeds going towards Mission Projects –Local and Abroad – 
Thanks for supporting our projects to help others in need!) 
 
 

Please stop at the back of the Church to pick up your  
Offering Envelopes during the month of December.  Thank you! 

Offering Envelopes throughout the month of December –  

https://foto.wuestenigel.com/hands-holding-blackboard-with-text-save-the-date/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/


 
 

Thanks for supporting our projects to help others in need 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

2025 2025 2024 2025 2025 2024 2025 BUDGET

ACTUAL BUDGET ACTUAL ACTUAL BUDGET ACTUAL NET NET

INCOME INCOME INCOME EXPENSES EXPENSES EXPENSES INCOME INCOME

January $25,137 $20,286 $19,427 $18,999 $20,812 $18,978 $6,138 -$526

February $21,413 $23,759 $25,888 $21,218 $21,517 $20,567 $195 $2,242

March $24,394 $24,000 $30,268 $18,007 $21,156 $18,274 $6,387 $2,844

April $21,865 $22,361 $15,460 $17,273 $19,793 $17,664 $4,591 $2,568

May $16,691 $20,603 $20,305 $21,108 $23,343 $20,223 -$4,417 -$2,740

June $16,753 $18,227 $18,039 $17,178 $19,839 $17,854 -$425 -$1,612

July $17,394 $16,683 $16,466 $16,903 $17,918 $17,033 $491 -$1,236

August $35,843 $14,560 $14,418 $16,509 $18,588 $20,908 $19,334 -$4,028

Sept. $17,435 $17,846 $17,756 $18,786 $20,279 $19,408 -$1,350 -$2,434

October $15,828 $20,049 $20,347 $17,227 $19,313 $18,941 -$1,399 $736

Nov. $18,133 $19,003

Dec. $40,646 $19,428

YTD $212,754 $198,374 $257,153 $183,208 $202,558 $228,281 $29,546 -$4,184

BENEVOLENCE DONATIONS

OCWM Non-OCWM

Restricted Restricted Cemetery Property Endow General $37,909

January $1,127 $5,599 -$141,442 $1,175 Property $46,642

February $772 $1,620 -$17 $19,420 Restricted $92,480

March $917 $660 -$141,459 $36,297 -$15,038 Operating Reserve - LPL $213,658

April $892 $1,273 -$20,382 Property - LPL $140,558

May $762 $898 $1,474 Cemetery Checking $0

June $807 $2,098 $3,236 $4,080 Cem. Savings $0

July $722 $1,610 $8,157 Cem. Perpetual Care $0

August $792 $1,710 $2,081 Endowment Fund $778,886

Sept. $1,522 $5,555 $8,245 $103,529 Debt Obligation $0

October $712 $8,387 $622 Current Liabilities $1,444

Nov.

Dec.

YTD $9,025 $29,410 -$141,459 $60,325 $92,571

Pledge $10,255 2:01 PM 11/5/25

General Fund

2025 YEAR TO DATE FINANCIAL SUMMARY

OTHER FUND FINANCIAL SUMMARY Balance as of 10/31/2025

Net Income
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Swiss United Church of Christ  
18 5th Avenue, PO Box 97 
New Glarus, WI 53574         
            
                                                                          

        
       Return Service Requested 
 
                   
         

            To: 

 

 

 

   The Spire 

      December 2025 
 

mailto:diane@swisschurch.org
http://www.facebook.com/swisschurch
mailto:pat@SwissChurch.org
mailto:pat@SwissChurch.org
mailto:pat@SwissChurch.org
mailto:marlis@swisschurch.org

