
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 
     January-February  2025 

 
A Message from Our Pastor, Pat Pluss . . . 

Here I am sitting at the Dentist office, thankfully not for myself.  I am waiting for Dave.  He 
is having a tooth pulled.  In a couple of weeks, he will be sitting at an office 
waiting for me while I have a wisdom tooth removed.  My dentist has told 
me repeatedly I need to have it removed for over five years...  I have 
continually put it off.  I don’t particularly like pain, and of course there are 
always possible repercussions: dry socket, bruising, and more I prefer not 

to think about.  Finally, however I knew I have to simply get it done! 
 
Sin in our lives can be a lot like getting a tooth pulled… we know without a doubt it needs to be removed, but 
despite the benefits we somehow put it off.  Removing it could be painful, and have repercussions such as 
requiring a change in our schedule, who we spend our time with, and where we spend our time.  We may even 
rationalize in our minds our lives are actually better off with sin in it.  Deep in our heart we know sin is a barrier 
to our relationship with God.  Just as leaving a tooth in that needs to be remove, it can be a barrier to good 
health!  
 
Exam your life.  Do you have unchecked sin that needs to be removed?  One of the major themes in the New 
Testament is repentance.  It involves having a change of heart and mind and turning away from sin towards God.  
Here are the words of 1 John 1:9 “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and 
purify us from all unrighteousness”.  That is good news for all of us!  It is a fresh start and the Bible is loaded 
with ways on how to stay on the right path.   
 
If you have sin in your life – it is time to remove it.  Seek help from a trusted Christian friend to stay on the right 
path, reading your bible daily and gathering for worship will continue to strengthen you. Don’t put it off, like a 
wisdom tooth – it just needs to go!  
 
I look forward to sharing worship with you.  
 
Blessings,  
Pat

 
February Book Club 

Our February book club choice is The Measure by Nikki Erlick. This is a luminous, spirit-
lifting blockbuster that asks: would you choose to find out the length of your life?  Eight 
ordinary people.  One extraordinary choice.  It seems like any other day.  You wake up, 
drink a cup of coffee, and head out.  But today, when you open your front door, waiting for 
you is a small wooden box.  The contents of this mysterious box will tell you the exact 
number of years you will live. 
 
We will divide the book into 3 reading sections and discuss each section together through 
the lens of our faith!   We will plan to meet Tuesday mornings 9:30am – 11am on February 4, 11, and 18.   We 
will meet in Fellowship Hall.  The cost of the book is $14 – be sure to let Pat know if you would like one.  It is 
sure to provoke some good discussions!   
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Beautiful Service of Music – “Thank you”! 
On behalf of the Worship and Music Committee we would like to thank you so much for offering your gift of 
music at our “Sounds of the Season” event in December!  The service was absolutely beautiful - we 
received so many 
compliments.  
 
I appreciate not only 
your God-given talent, 
but most importantly 
your willingness to 
share it!   
 
Many blessings to all of 
you.  
 
~ Pat Pluss 

   “Sounds of the Season” – Dec. 8, 2024 

 

Britches for Boys – Mission Sewing Event! 
Last year the mission committee organized a day of fellowship and sewing to create 
"Little Dresses for Africa".  It was a huge success, and we will now be creating 
"Britches for Boys".   We have a simple pattern to create shorts using  
a t-shirt and some elastic.  This project will take place in Fellowship Hall on Saturday, 
March 29, from 9 until noon.  Please bring a sewing machine if you are able. 
 
Ways you can help include: donate a used t-shirt, donate money for purchasing 

elastic, donate your time helping us create these pants for boys in Africa, or help by donating toward the cost 
for shipping.  (Note:  it costs $2 for every pair of pants to be shipped to Africa).  Please consider donating your 
time by helping us create these pants for boys in Africa. 

 

Equipment being Used – Swiss UCC Medical Mart! 
Swiss Church continues to collect and distribute new and gently used medical  equipment.  
Items such as wheelchairs, canes, walkers, shower aids, etc. are accepted and loaned out.  
Over a dozen items have been loaned out in 2024!  Thank you for your support and if you 
have a need, be sure to contact the SUCC church office – (608)527-2119 or 

                            Tom and Nancy Marty.



Confirmation Schedule -- 
Confirmation class is scheduled to meet Wednesday, Feb. 5th students and mentors 6pm -7:30pm, supper 
will be included.  Please be sure to check your email in case of weather-related cancellations. 
  
On Sunday, Feb. 23 students only will meet from 11am – 12:30pm for a time of Lenten Trivia and a pancake 
lunch!  I am hoping to invite confirmation students from another congregation to join us.  Thank you for your 
support! 

Confirmation Event – Bowling recently at Albany Lanes –  

SUCC members joined in fellowship for a fun afternoon! 

 
 

Past couple of months at Swiss UCC – (catching up) 

sharing some “special moments”! 
 
                                                    “Thanks” to Rev. Rachel Bauman, Associate            

Conference Pastor for visiting Swiss UCC 
and for sharing her sermon, on Dec. 15th, 2024. 
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“Thank You” to the sponsors of “All God’s Children” 
 
Attached below is the Christmas greeting received during the month of December  
2024 from Oscar Rodriguez (Administrator) of “All God’s Children” (AGC)  
program in El Salvador.     
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Men’s No Regrets Conference 

 
Details: 

 

What:  Men’s No Regrets – Live streamed Conference 
 
When:  Fellowship Hall – Swiss UCC Saturday, Feb. 1st  
8am -1pm  
 
What:  Excellent speakers, break out discussion 
           sessions, breakfast and lunch included 
 
Cost:  10$ pay at the door  
 
Additional info:  Please register by Friday, Jan. 24  
to: Eric Fink emfink78@gmail.com  608/234-7142 or  
Pat Pluss pat@swisschurch.org 608/558-6063 
 
Check it out:  www.noregretsconference.org 
 
Everyone is welcome, please invite others to join us!  

 
➢ This Men’s No Regrets Conference was held in SUCC Fellowship Hall on Feb. 

1st, and we would like to “Thank” those who attended.  Thank you to Eric Fink for 
organizing this event at Swiss UCC and for the breakfast and lunch provided 
during the conference. 

 
 

 
 
Support sent to Green Cares – 
Money that was previously given for Swiss UCC Food Pantry that was in place during COVID was 
sent directly to Green Cares Food Pantry.  A check in the amount of $798.47 has been mailed.  We 
know this money will bless many folks in need.  Thank you for supporting the ministries of Swiss 
UCC! 

 
 
 

mailto:emfink78@gmail.com
mailto:pat@swisschurch.org
http://www.noregretsconference.org/
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            Swiss UCC Volunteer Schedule for February 2025 – 
 
Date                       Greeters – North door                   Greeters – South door           Communion           Coffee Hour 
         (facing pool)                                (upstairs door to outside) 

Feb. 9th 
 

Charleen & Heinz Mattmann Diane & Dennis 
Holcomb 

 Tabatha Barnaby & 
Brenda Bright 

Feb. 16th 
 

Shelby & Ron Fritz Diane Elmer   

Feb. 23rd 
 

Billl & Jackie Hustad Rachel & Denny 
Baker  

 Jon & Judy Ziltner 

A new Volunteer schedule for the months of March-May 2025 will be coming out soon!  Please call the church 
office (608)527-2119, or notify Diane at diane@swisschurch.org, if you have scheduled a trade with another 
volunteer on the new schedule to follow.  Weekly email reminders are being sent out to our SUCC Volunteers 
according to the schedule on file in the church office. 

We so appreciate your willingness to volunteer your time and talents at Swiss UCC.  Thank you! 

 
 

2024 Consistory Members 
Kim Bright, President 
(608)214-1962 (c); 
kimrbright@gmail.com 
  

Chris Kiesz, Vice President 
(608)214-6853 (c) 
ckiesz@tds.net 

Jon Ziltner, Treasurer 
(608)438-5695 
jziltner@wekz.net 
 

Rachel Baker, Recording Secretary for 
Consistory Meetings 
(608)417-9090 (h); (608)516-1959(c) 
rachelbbaker52@gmail.com  

Jessica Swan, Recording Secretary 
Executive Meetings 
(608)862-1750 (h); (608)214-1750(c) 
jessica_e_swan@hotmail.com 
  

Ron Legler 
(608)214-6683 (c) 
ronlegler78@gmail.com 

Heidi Mondloch 
(608)527-4855 (h);  
(608)443-9701 (c) 
hesalzma@yahoo.com 
  

Gary Krahenbuhl 
(608)527-2670 (h) 
garykrahenbuhl@gmail.com 

Nicole Sidwell 
(817)913-6221 
nsidwell@gmail.com 
  

Steve Rossing 
(608)558-8765 
srossing57@gmail.com 

 

 
Men’s Community Breakfast 
Please remember our Men’s community breakfast each month in our fellowship hall.  A delicious meal is served, 
and a time of devotion and discussion takes place too!   We are looking for women to help prepare, serve, and 
clean up following the meal.  The women also enjoy a delicious breakfast and time of fellowship.  If you are 
interested, please let Pat know.  Invite someone and join us ~ all are welcome. 
 
 Saturday, February 8 - 8am Devotion leader:  Kim Bright 
 Saturday, March 1 - 8am Devotion leader:  John Mauerman 
 Saturday, April 5 - 8am Devotion leader:  Eric Fink 
 Saturday, May 3 - 8am Devotion leader:  John Freitag 
 

 

mailto:diane@swisschurch.org
mailto:kimrbright@gmail.com
mailto:ckiesz@tds.net
mailto:jziltner@wekz.net
mailto:rachelbbaker52@gmail.com
mailto:jessica_e_swan@hotmail.com
mailto:hesalzma@yahoo.com
mailto:garykrahenbuhl@gmail.com
mailto:nsidwell@gmail.com
mailto:srossing57@gmail.com


7 | S p i r e  

 
 

Swiss UCC Consistory Meeting Minutes 
December 11, 2024 

 
 

Attending: Kim Bright, Jon Ziltner, Chris Kiesz, Rachel Baker, Nicole Sidwell, Jessica Swan, Steve Rossing, 
Heidi Mondloch, Gary Krahenbuhl. 
Absent: Ron Legler, Pat Pluss______________________________________________________________ 
The meeting was called to order by Kim Bright at 6:08 pm at the Bright residence.  Chris Kiesz led us in prayer. 
 
Agenda 
With the addition of Family Promise and bathroom changing tables, Chris Kiesz moved to approve the agenda 
as amended; Jessica Swan seconded.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Treasurer’s Report for Financial Statements ending November 30, 2024  
Income for November was $18,133 and expenses were $19,003 for a loss of $870.  Income for 2024 through 
November is $216,506 compared to 2023 income of $205,083 for an increase of $11,423.  Expenses for 2024 
through November were $208,854 and for 2023 they were $204,076 also were increased by $4,778.  Net 
income so far in 2024 is $7,653 compared to 2023 net income of $1,007. 
 
OCWM contributions are at $10,679, so we have already met our pledge of $10,000 for the year.  A BIG thank 
you to everyone! 
 
The Cemetery Perpetual Care funds held with United Church Funds has been liquidated and moved to the 
cemetery checking account in anticipation of the finalization of the transfer to the Village of New Glarus.  The 
current balance in Cemetery checking and savings accounts is $141,102.37 with only a few expenses 
remaining to be paid. 
Respectfully Submitted, Jon Ziltner 
 
Additional checks written:  Ben Bedward, $450. Brodhead Printing, $185. Medicare premium, $185. Chamber 
Bucks Christmas gifts $450.  
 
Kim Bright moved to discontinue earthquake insurance; Nicole Sidwell seconded.  Motion carried unanimously. 
Kim Bright moved to forward all funds in the Swiss UCC Family Promise fund to Family Promise of Green 
County in Monroe; Jessica Swan seconded.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Approval of Consent Agenda  
The consent agenda to approve the October minutes, Treasurer’s report and checks written was made by 
Jessica Swan; seconded by Rachel Baker.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Clergy Report 
Thursday, January 2, Glarner Lodge Service 10am  
Saturday, January 4, Men’s Community Breakfast 
Sunday, January 5, NGH Service 10:30am  
Wednesday, January 8, Mission Committee 7am/Confirmation Students and Mentors 6pm-7:30pm 
Thursday, January 9, Required Clergy Meeting 9:30am -11:30am 
Sunday, January 12, Hospitality Committee following worship 
Wednesday, January 22, Required Clergy meeting 9am /Consistory meeting 6:30pm 
Sunday, January 26, All Church bowling event 2pm-4pm 

• The Mission Committee Christmas Tree sale and Blessings Bazaar were highly successful!  Not only 
does Swiss UCC have some very talented and giving mission committee members, the congregation 
members are extremely supportive of our project.  Folks are hearing about our desire to finance a “well” 
and responding.  One donation came from an online viewer who wrote: “My son lives in Mozambique 
for over 20 years, and has dealt with the need for wells and has helped get one for the center they live 
on…”  The committee will continue to offer fundraisers in 2025 for this exciting project! 



8 | S p i r e  

• Our “Sounds of the Season” Sunday with a variety of highly talented musicians was greatly enjoyed by 
many.  We look forward to continuing with this tradition.  

• Reverend Rachel Bauman (Associate Conference Minister) will deliver the message on Sunday, Dec. 
15, while I lead the service.  Additionally, we're organizing an all-church Christmas Caroling event from 
1pm to 3pm on the same day. 

• I emailed a request for Christmas Cards to be mailed directly to the hospital for Brian Bartosch. 
• I am attempting to establish some joint events with Shepherd of the Hill church for Confirmation 

students in 2025.  
 
Property Committee Report by Heidi Mondloch 
Tom Marty is working to replace the fire alarm board. Tom Marty is getting quotes from Ahern Gross Plumbing 
and Dave Jones Plumbing for water treatments for the sprinkler system. 
 
Kim Bright moved to approve funding, not to exceed $400, for a baby changing table in the men’s downstairs 
bathroom and one in the single stall bathroom upstairs; Heidi Mondloch seconded.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Cemetery Committee  
The cemetery transfer to the Village of New Glarus is moving along nicely. Green County Title needs to 
complete the deeds for the small and big cemeteries at a cost of $200 each. 
 
Heidi Mondloch moved to go into closed session; Chris Kiesz seconded. Motion carried unanimously. 

(Closed session 6:30 to 6:50.) 
Heidi Mondloch moved to return to open session; Nicole Sidwell seconded.  Motion carried unanimously. 
Heidi Mondloch moved to adjourn; Jon Ziltner seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.  
Meeting adjourned at 6:50 p.m. 
 

 
 

North Stairway Closed -- The outdoor steps leading up to the church from 4th Avenue will be CLOSED 
through April 15th, depending on the weather.  The stairwell is closed during the winter to protect the steps 
from damage caused by salt and to protect you from a potential injury.  We ask that you do not bypass 
them.  Members and visitors are encouraged to enter the church directly from the handicap accessible 
entrance on the north side, or through the south doors.    Thank you! 

 
 

The Swiss Church Congregational  

Annual Meeting will be held on  

Sunday, February 16, 2025. 

 
Please join us for this important meeting which will be held immediately 

following our church service in the sanctuary, where we’ll look at finances and discuss our 2025 projects and 

our plans for the future.  

Look for more details in the Annual Report, which will be available to pick up at the following church services:  

Feb. 2nd, Feb. 9th, and Feb. 16th.  If you have an email address on file at the SUCC church office, you would 

have already received a copy of the Annual Report through our Realm online application, sent out via email to 

our members on January 31, 2025.   

Please remember to bring your copy of the Annual Report that you had picked up previously, with you to 

church on the day of the Annual Meeting.  Thank you! 
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February 2025 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

Church Office Hours: 
Monday-Thursday – 10 am –2 pm 

Friday: Closed 

 

  
 

 

 

 
 

 
*SS=Sunday 
School 

     1 
Men’s No 

Regrets – 
8am – 1pm 

Fellowship Hall 

2 
     Worship 9am  
      in-person/live 
         streamed -  

9:15 am-10 am 
Children’s SS* 

 
NG Home service – 
10:30 am 

3 4 
      Book Club – 
       9:30am-

11:00am 
Fellowship Hall 

5 
Pastor relations 

team meeting – 
9am 

 
 
Confirmation – 

6pm-7:30pm 

6 
       Glarner 

Lodge 
Service 
10am 

7 
 

8 
     Men’s 

Community 
Breakfast – 
8am 

9 Worship 9am  
  in-person/live  
streamed           
9:15 am-10 am 
Children’s SS* 

Worship/Music 
meeting following 
worship 

10 
 

11 
      Book Club – 
       9:30am-

11:00am 
Fellowship Hall 

12 
Mission 
Committee 7am 
ZOOM 

13 
    Clergy 

required 
meeting 
9:30am-
11:30am 

14 
 

15 
 

16 
Worship 9am  
in-person/live 

streamed  
 9:15 am-10 am 
Children’s SS* 

Annual Meeting 
following 
worship today- 
Bring your 
Annual Report 
booklet with you. 

17  18 
     Book Club – 
       9:30am-

11:00am 
Fellowship Hall 
 

19 
 

20 21 22 

23 Worship 9am 

in-person/live 
streamed -  

9:15 am-10 am 
Children’s SS* 
     CONFIRMATION 

STUDENTS 
ONLY– 11am-
12:30pm 
Trivia/Pancake 
lunch event 

24 25 26 27 
 

28 
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Swiss UCC Celebrations 
 

February Anniversaries 
2/14 Gloria & Fred Bodenmann 
2/22 Diane & Jim Elmer 

 

February Birthdays 
1 Pam Venden, Julia Barnaby   
4 Jon Martinson 20 Isaac Treichel 
6 Debbie Kundert, Dale Arndt 22 Gif Hoesly 
8 Marc Barnaby 23 Richard Blum 
9 John Anderegg, Kris Penniston 24 Nora Siegenthaler 
10 Julie Tyler 26 Shelby Fritz 

11 Angie Rear, Kate Bartosch 27 Nic Hauser 
13 Guy Nelson 28 Grant Hubbard 
14 Mary Anne Oemichen 29 Mark Douma, Gladys Blum 
16 Jill Duerst   

 

We are truly very sorry if we missed your anniversary or birthday. The information is taken from Realm. Your 

Birthday or Anniversary dates might not be entered in the database. Please contact the office so we are aware of your 
special day so we don’t miss it next time. 
 

 
Support & Prayers 
The Swiss Church Prayer Team supports our church family, friends, and neighbors during difficult 
times.  If you are experiencing illness, anxiety, grief, difficult relationships, financial issues, or are 
worried about other concerns, our prayer team is ready to pray for you.  Information is kept 
confidential, unless you request it to be shared with the congregation.  To begin a chain of prayers for 
yourself or your loved ones, contact our prayer chain leader: Pat Pluss at (608) 558-6063 (email 
pat@swisschurch.org) or Ruth Anderegg at (608) 558-0776. 
 
 
 

How will I know if Swiss Church Worship Services have been cancelled due to inclement weather? 
Listen to local radio stations WEKZ 1260 AM or 93.7 FM; check your email; and check the Swiss Church 
Facebook page. 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:pat@swisschurch.org
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2024 2024 2023 2024 2024 2023 2024 BUDGET

ACTUAL BUDGET ACTUAL ACTUAL BUDGET ACTUAL NET NET

INCOME INCOME INCOME EXPENSES EXPENSES EXPENSES INCOME INCOME

January $19,427 $20,512 $14,898 $18,978 $20,543 $18,404 $449 -$32

February $25,888 $15,968 $21,565 $20,567 $19,185 $18,517 $5,321 -$3,217

March $30,268 $29,376 $24,184 $18,274 $19,809 $18,820 $11,994 $9,567

April $15,460 $21,929 $25,832 $17,664 $18,656 $17,617 -$2,203 $3,273

May $20,305 $16,020 $17,245 $20,223 $19,822 $20,052 $82 -$3,802

June $18,039 $15,316 $15,594 $17,854 $20,441 $20,224 $185 -$5,125

July $16,466 $20,666 $20,846 $17,033 $17,347 $15,959 -$567 $3,319

August $14,418 $15,695 $16,030 $20,908 $17,813 $17,849 -$6,490 -$2,119

Sept. $17,756 $16,244 $15,946 $19,408 $20,677 $20,689 -$1,653 -$4,433

October $20,347 $17,072 $16,998 $18,941 $18,483 $17,196 $1,406 -$1,412

Nov. $18,133 $16,983 $15,946 $19,003 $18,875 $18,751 -$870 -$1,891

Dec. $40,646 $41,294 $41,490 $19,428 $19,638 $22,432 $21,218 $21,657

YTD $257,152 $247,075 $246,573 $228,282 $231,290 $226,508 $28,870 $15,785

BENEVOLENCE DONATIONS

OCWM Non-OCWM

Restricted Restricted Cemetery Property Endow General $60,849

January $1,152 $1,373 $72 $900 Property $126,430

February $1,002 $5,601 $91 -$6,850 Restricted $103,589

March $777 $2,689 $701 $9,940 -$7,271 Cash Reserve $106,219

April $752 $268 $111 $1,020 Cash Reserve CD $50,902

May $1,407 $1,410 -$1,354 $5,925 Cemetery Checking $141,459

June $887 $4,104 -$665 $1,495 $3,467 Cem. Savings $0

July $857 $837 -$1,939 $415 Cem. Perpetual Care $0

August $1,277 $2,580 -$1,064 $1,130 Endowment Fund $686,314

Sept. $834 $11,265 -$276 $1,238 $3,206 Debt Obligation $0

October $807 $10,465 $541 $13,348 Current Liabilities $1,308

Nov. $927 $5,195 $67,203 $820

Dec. $1,502 $18,609 $57 $6,355 $67,010

YTD $12,181 $64,395 $63,477 $35,736 $66,413

Pledge $10,000   1::00 PM 1/13/25

 

General Fund

2024 YEAR TO DATE FINANCIAL SUMMARY

OTHER FUND FINANCIAL SUMMARY Balance as of 12/31/2024

Net Income



 
 

 
 

 

Swiss United Church of Christ 
18 5th Avenue, PO Box 97 
New Glarus, WI 53574 

 
Office Phone: (608) 527-2119 
Diane Elmer, Admin/Communications 
E-mail: diane@swisschurch.org 
Find us on Facebook!   
www.Facebook.com/SwissChurch 
 

Pat Pluss, Pastor 
Email: pat@swisschurch.org 
Phone: (608) 558-6063 
 
Marlis Silver, Financial 
Email:  marlis@swisschurch.org 

 
 
Mission…Our faith leads us to affirm all persons. We celebrate and 
share our common communion with all, regardless of race, gender, 
ethnicity or national origin, physical and developmental abilities, age, 
educational background, economic or social status, faith 
background, family structure or marital status, sexual orientation, 
gender identity or gender expression. 

 

 
 
Swiss United Church of Christ 
18 5th Avenue, PO Box 97 
New Glarus, WI 53574 
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mailto:diane@swisschurch.org
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