
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 November 2025 
 

A Message from Our Pastor, Pat Pluss . . .
 
It has been a very busy and emotional season for Dave and me as we tackle the huge 
job of preparing both our parent’s homes for sale.  Years of memories, each drawer, each 
shelf would seem to hold a story.  It is a process that stirs gratitude and bitter sweet 
reflection all at once. 
 
One item I am blessed to now call mine, is this wooden 

rocking chair.  It belonged to a Great Aunt and I am sure if it could talk it would have 
stories to tell.  It speaks to both gratitude and anticipation. I think of all the time my 
aunt probably sat in that chair, gently rocking and thanking God for His provision, as 
well as anticipating what was ahead and knowing God would be with them. 
 
It is not a fancy working chair, but carries a quiet beauty that reminds me that life is 
full of seasons, and each one holds blessings. 
 
This time of year, invites us to hold both gratitude and anticipation close.  Thanking 
God for the past and to trust Him with the future.  Just as the rocking chair has held generations through change, 
God holds us – steady and sure – through every transition.  These words speak to that, from the Apostle Paul 
found in Romans 12:12 - “Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer.” 
 
So, as we gather around our tables this month and begin to look toward Advent, may our hearts rest in both 
thanksgiving and hope.  For the God who has been faithful through all our yesterdays will surely meet us in all 
our tomorrows! 
 
Dave and I wish all of you a wonderful Thanksgiving celebration filled with hearts overflowing with gratitude 
and anticipation! 
 
Blessings, 
Pat 

Looking ahead to Advent -- 
Advent is a season of waiting and preparation in the church that leads us to Christmas.  

It is four weeks of slowing down, praying and opening our hearts to the coming of 

Christ.  Advent reminds us that just as people long ago waited for the birth of Jesus, 

we too wait with faith and expectation for God’s presence in our lives today.   Advent 

is a busy time in the church.  It begins on Sunday, November 30th and ends on Wednesday, December 24th.   We 

have beautiful worship services planned, and a two-fold mission outreach with many ways to be involved.  Join 

us each week as we journey through Advent and experience the wonder of Christ’s coming! 
 

In Christ,  

Pat 

SWISS UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST  NEW GLARUS  | WI  

The Spire              
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https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/


 

 

 
Men’s Community Breakfast - Saturday, Nov. 1st
Join us 8 AM on Saturday, November 1st in Fellowship Hall for a delicious time of food and fellowship at our 
Men’s Community Breakfast.  There will be no gathering in December, but mark your calendars for Saturday, 
January 3rd, for the next Men’s Breakfast.  Kitchen crew members are always welcome too.

Confirmation --  
➢ Wednesday, November 5th - 6 pm-7:30 pm -- Will be held at the church in Fellowship Hall.  A meal will 

be served at the meeting.  Remember – it is important to eat together – please come hungry!  
 

➢ Sunday, November 16th - 10 am10 AM -11 AM. -- Will be held at the Chapel of the New Glarus Home.  
The students may be dropped off and picked-up there. 

 
➢ Students and their families are asked to help light Advent candles during our worship services.  As 

always, Thank you for your support. 
 
 

Mission Opportunities! 
Advent is full of opportunities to connect and celebrate – This year our Advent mission will be a two-fold project 
collecting for both a local and global mission.  50% of the offering will go to each mission.   
 

❖ Our local mission:  Keep Wisconsin Warm/Cool Fund (KWW/CF) a non-profit that provides direct 
help to vulnerable households.   
 

❖ Our global mission:  Smile Train, a non-profit provides free cleft lip and palate surgery to children in 
87 countries. 

 

To support those missions, we are offering the following opportunities -- 

PLEASE JOIN AS YOU ARE ABLE! 

❖ A Cookie Walk/Bazaar Prep Day is scheduled for Saturday, Nov. 8th, 9 AM- Noon.   We will be 
packaging items, baking cookies, and making various other treats.  We will have everything we need - 
just bring yourself and a friend!  If you have other hand-crafted items you would like to donate for the 
Bazaar please contact Nora Lea Hoesly (608) 469-6056 or Nancy Marty (608) 214-5921, for details. 
 

❖ Denny and Rachel Baker – are offering Fresh Cut Christmas Trees and fresh Christmas boughs to 
support our Advent Missions!  The mission event will take place at their home on Saturday, November 
29th, 8am -4pm - 1240 N. Gaffney Road, Belleville, WI.  Join us for cookies, hot cider, and more!   
 

❖ On Saturday, December 6th - from 8 AM - Noon Swiss UCC will host our annual "Cookie Walk & 
Blessing Bazaar".  Enjoy a wide variety of homemade cookies, treats, and handcrafted items - perfect 
for holiday gift-giving or just a sweet indulgence!  Please bring your donations of cookies to church by 
Friday evening.  
 

❖ New this year -"Homemade Chili", served outside, (during the New Glarus Christkindli Market) 
from 11:00 AM to 4:00 PM on December 6th!  We are looking for 10 people to donate a pot of chili and 
volunteers to work 2-hour shifts.  Please contact Nora Lea Hoesly (608) 469-6056 or Nancy Marty (608) 
214-5921, for more details. 

Thank you for your generous support of Swiss UCC mission outreach! 

 



 

 

Mark your calendar -for these special dates in Advent -- 
Confirmation students and their families will be lighting our Advent Candles for us! 

 Sunday, Nov. 30th - 1st Sunday in Advent – Rev. Petra Streiff - Guest preacher 

 Sunday, Dec. 7th - 2nd Sunday in Advent – Holy Communion will be served 

 Sunday, Dec. 14th - 3rd Sunday in Advent – “Sounds of the Season” – A service filled with Music! 

 Sunday, Dec. 21st - 4th Sunday in Advent – “Children’s Christmas Program” – A celebration of 
Christmas! 

 Wednesday, Dec. 24th - Christmas Eve Worship – 7pm – Candle Light Service 

 Sunday, Dec. 28th- Year End Service – Rev. Ted Drewsen – Guest preacher 

 

Sounds of the Season! 
On Sunday, Dec. 14th - 9 AM worship we will be celebrating a special “Sounds of the Season” worship service 
– a service filled with music!  We are looking for people to share their gifts through solos, duets, small groups, 
piano pieces, guitar numbers, vocal performances or other musical offerings.  Whether you are a seasoned 
performer or someone who simply loves to make a joyful noise, we’d love to include you!  If you would like to 
participate or learn more, please contact Pastor Pat by Dec. 1st, so we can plan the program. Let’s fill our worship 
with the beautiful sounds of the season – and celebrate the many musical gifts God has given us! 

 

     A Recent Baptism and Precious Children’s Moments 

Mission Projects – Sept. & Oct. –  

Donations for Green Cares Food Pantry and “Home 

of our Own” in New Glarus – “Thank you” to 

everyone who helped to make our recent Mission 

projects a huge success! 

              

 
  



 

 

 

Swiss UCC Consistory Meeting Minutes 

September 10, 2025 

 
Present: Rachel Baker, Kim Bright, Jon Ziltner, Jessica Swan, Nicole Sidwell, Chris Kiesz, Steve Rossing, Pat Pluss, 
Heidi Mondloch, Ron Legler, Gary Krahenbuhl 
 
1. Call to order by Kim Bright at 6:30 PM 
2. Opening prayer lead by Pat Pluss 
3. Approval of agenda with request for addition by Ron Legler to add discussion re: history committee update and 
hospitality request to committee reports.  Chris Kiesz asked to be added to new business to discuss church 
promotion.  Heidi Mondloch also asked discuss church promotion.  Nicole Sidwell moved to approve the edited 
agenda; Chris Kiesz seconded.  All voted in favor.  
4. Review and approve CONSENT agenda 
      a. Approve last month's minutes with Pat’s clergy report from August.  Kim Bright moved to approve minutes 
from August 2025, seconded by Rachel Baker.  All voted in favor.  
      b. Treasurer's report-  
Income for August was strong at $35,843 and expenses were $16,509 for a net profit of $19,334.   Year to date 
income is $179,490 and expenses are $147,195 for a YTD net income of $32,295.  For the same period last year 
our income was $160,271 and expenses were $151,501 for a net income of $8,770.  Our expenses are 
considerable under budget in almost all categories.  General and Property balances remain strong.  A BIG thank 
you to everyone for their contributions to Swiss Church!  
 
Respectfully Submitted, Jon Ziltner 
 
Jon reported that August was an excellent month with net profit of $19,334 and a total YTD net income of $32,295. 
Expenses are also down resulting in a net improvement. Jessica Swan moved to approve the treasurer’s report, 
Nicole Sidwell seconded.  All voted in favor.  
      c.  Approve checks- Jon Ziltner reported that 4th quarter included an insurance payment.  A chair carrier for 
the basement chairs and a dehumidifier were purchased this month.  Rachel Baker moved to approve the checks, 
Heidi Mondloch seconded, all voted in favor.  
5. Spire article reminder- Steve Rossing will complete. 
6. Pastor's report- Pastor Pat brought a copy of the new monthly bulletin that will be passed out one time per 
month.  Pastor Pat shared the following updates: 

• First Confirmation class is scheduled for Wednesday, October 1. 

• Lodge service is scheduled for Thursday, October 2. 

• The Men’s Community Breakfast is planned for Oct 4. 

• Pat has a Mentor meeting Oct 7 – Jim Iliff (Pat’s mentor) is now serving at Monticello UCC in interim. 

• SUCC will plan on taking part in the community trick or treat event – Pat to verify if this is scheduled for 
October 26. 

• Pat is preaching at The New Glarus Home – October 30. 
7. Property Committee report 
   a) Heidi Mondloch provided an update that the last property committee meeting was in July. 
   b) Discussed the ongoing smell in the basement/Fellowship Hall of the church, which Tom Marty and the 
property committee are addressing. 
   c) Test results from the pipe concern are back, Ahern is working on getting a quote as there continues to be 
bacterial issues in other remote pipes that need to be drained and treated.  
8. Other committee reports 



 

 

   a) History Committee- Ron Legler reported that a charity trivia night will be coming up on Saturday, October 11 
from 4-6 PM in Fellowship Hall. Funds raised will go to various missions supported by the church as well as the 
history committee.  
   b) Hospitality Committee- information was provided about the frequent use of the south side door of the church 
and how to improve the look of the entrance. Consistory recommended that Hospitality work with Property 
Committee. 
  
Old Business 
9.   Zwingli Committee update - Nothing to report 
10. Sanctuary screen update-Nothing to report 
11. Reminder-Consistory to begin quarterly updates in September on Sunday mornings, with the first update to 
be completed on Sept 28 (Jessica Swan) 
12. Air conditioning- Nothing new to report 
 
 New Business 
13. Heidi Mondloch and Nicole Sidwell discussed continuing to improve the welcoming nature of the church and 
work toward goal of radical hospitality.  Discussed that Sunday School numbers are up this year.  Discussed how 
to outreach to the community possibly using bulk rate mailings.  Discussed having consistory members obtain 
additional information from younger family members about what may make church more interesting and 
supportive to younger potential members (ex. Teens, college aged students).  Discussed how to involve friends 
of teens in church.  
14. Jessica Swan brought up the potential for a QPR training (Question, Persuade, Refer) to support those in the 
community with mental health concerns and those at risk for suicide.  NAMI of Green County could possibly 
provide this presentation.  Chris Kiesz and Jessica Swan will reach out to NAMI and the New Glarus PD for 
additional information.  
15. Discussion about email from church member re: potential for local ICE activity and potential for people to look 
for churches for safe sanctuary.  The ACLU checklist was shared and reviewed; Kim Bright reported that he met 
with the New Glarus police chief to discuss.  Kim Bright will follow up on legal counsel options if we ever have 
concerns about legal needs for church, Jessica Swan will provide information to Kim about a lawyer in Madison 
who works with Catholic Charities and specialize in immigration matters.  
16. Move to adjourn- Rachel Baker moved to adjourn, Heidi Mondloch seconded.  All voted in favor.  
 

North Stairway Closed 
The outdoor steps, leading up to the church from 4th Avenue, will be CLOSED from approximately mid-
November through mid-April (depending on the weather). Closing the stairwell helps protect our property 
from damage that would otherwise be caused by salt. Chains will be in place to help protect YOU from 
potential injury – please do not bypass them. Members and visitors are encouraged to enter the church directly 
from the handicap accessible entrance on the north side, or through the south doors.  Your cooperation helps 
prevent unnecessary falls. 
 

Stay Safe in the Winter -- 
Use your discretion during the winter months regarding your attendance at worship services. Extreme lows in 

temperature plus the wind chill factor can make for dangerous situations. Please use extreme caution when 

large amounts of snow/ice are present, too. If weather officials are recommending travel “only if absolutely 

necessary”, most likely all church activities will be cancelled.  

 

How will I know if Swiss Church Services been cancelled? 

• Listen to local radio stations: WEKZ 1260AM or 93.7FM 

• Check your email or our Facebook page. 

 



 

 

REMINDER – Swiss UCC has Medical Equipment available for your use -- 
 
Swiss United Church of Christ in New Glarus has opened a Medical Equipment Mart.  
We became aware that many people don’t have access to or cannot afford needed medical 
equipment after a procedure or accident.  We are both collecting, and distributing new and 
gently used medical equipment.  Items such as wheelchairs, canes, walkers, crutches, 
shower aids, commodes, etc. are both accepted and loaned out. 

 
Please contact our church office at 608-527-2119 for more information on how to donate or borrow medical 
equipment.  Arrangements can be made to drop off items that are clean and in good working order.  If you 
aware of anyone who needs medical equipment, please spread the word.  Thank you!  God Bless. 
 

Veterans Day 2025 is a nationally observed holiday in the United States that honors and 
pays tribute to all military veterans who have served in the U.S. Armed Forces. This day 
recognizes the bravery, sacrifice, and patriotism of veterans and serves as an 
opportunity for the nation to express gratitude for their service and dedication.  

 

What is Veterans Day? 

Veterans Day, originally known as Armistice Day, was first celebrated on November 11, 
1919, to commemorate the end of World War I.  It was officially recognized as a federal 

holiday in 1938 and was renamed Veterans Day in 1954 to honor all American veterans, both living and deceased.  

“…Have I not commanded you?  Be strong and courageous.  Do not be frightened, and do not be dismayed, 

for the LORD your God is with you wherever you go.”  -Joshua 1:9 
 

Universal Prayer for Veteran’s Day --  
We ask you to bless the members of our armed forces.  Give them courage, hope and strength.  May they 
ever experience your firm support, gentle love and compassionate healing.  Be their power and protector, 
leading them from darkness to light.        (Prayer provided by www.ucc.org)

Attention – Bakers and Workers –Cookie Walk Dec. 6th -- 
On Saturday, December 6th from 8:00 am - 12:00 Noon we will be hosting our 
annual Swiss UCC Christmas Cookie Walk in Fellowship Hall. 
 
The time for dropping off your baked goodies will be on Friday, anytime from 10 
am to 6 pm. If you are interested in helping Friday with set-up or during the 
event on Saturday, please contact Heidi Mondloch at hesalzma@yahoo.com. 
 

Invite your friends and neighbors to our SUCC Cookie Walk & Blessings Bazaar!

To my Church Family -- I feel so blessed for the cards and words of 

encouragement I have received since my surgery.   It lifts me up to  

know I am in your thoughts.  

 

      "Thank you” from the bottom of my heart.                       

                                   ~ Nancy Galhouse

 
 

http://www.ucc.org/
mailto:hesalzma@yahoo.com


 

 

NOVEMBER Calendar of Events 2025 
  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 

Reminder – Please call the SUCC church office, and leave us a 
message (608)527-2119 and we will return your call, as soon as we 
are able.  Thank you! 

 

   

                                          1 

*SS-Sunday School  

 

 

 

    Men’s Community 
Breakfast – 8 am 

All Saints Sun.    2   3 4 5 6 7 8 

9:00 am Worship* & 
live-streamed 

9:15 am-10 am 

Children’s SS* 
All Saints Day 
Celebration in Worship – 
9 am 

 

 Poinsettia 

Orders due 

Into the 
office 
TODAY!  

Thank you! 

Confirmation – 
6pm – 7:30 pm- 
Fellowship Hall 

 

 

 

New Glarus 
Lodge service – 
10 am 

 

 

Bazaar Prep – 

 9 am to Noon in 
Fellowship Hall 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

 

Rev.  Mark Yurs – 
Guest Preacher 

 

9:00 am Worship* & 
live-streamed 

9:15 am-10 am 

Children’s SS* 
 

 

 

 

  

Veterans 
Day  

 

Mission        
ZOOM 
meeting  

7 am 

Consistory 
Meeting – 6:30 
pm in 
Fellowship Hall 

 

SPIRE DEADLINE 
-- Earlier due to 
Thanksgiving – 
Nov. 27th. 

Thanks! 

 

 

  

                            16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

9:00 am Worship* & live-
streamed 

9:15 am-10 am 

Confirmation - 10-11 am 
at the NG Home 

  

  Property 
Committee 
Meeting – 
6:00pm 

F.H. 

 

   

                             23 

 

9:00 am Worship* & live-
streamed 

9:15 am-10 am 

Children’s SS* 
 

              24 25               26                        27 

 

HAPPY 

THANKSGIVING! 

             28                                29        

Christmas Tree  
Mission Drive - 
Christmas Trees for sale 
at Denny & Rachel 
Baker’s property- for 
Missions project 

8 am – 4 pm 

                             30 

Rev.  Petra Streiff – 
Guest Preacher 

 

9:00 am Worship* & live-
streamed 

9:15 am-10 am 

Children’s SS* 
 

   Executive 
Meetings – TBD 
– for month of 
Nov. & Dec. 
2025  

 

  

 
 



 

 

        November Joyful Celebrations - Anniversaries 
 

2 Kim & Brenda Bright  8 Michael & Barbara Krauss 

7 Gary & Carrie Krahenbuhl 25 Bob & Sherry Bergum 

7 Bill & Mary Anne Oemichen   

    

 Birthdays    

1 Kristin Klossner 14 Kelly Fredrickson, Kyle Frederickson, Rudy 

Gerber, Pam Cox 

3 Melanie Fink, Jaclyn Kempfer, Anita Klassy, 

Reese MacLean 

15 Ronald French 

5 John Schadewalt, Bev Hoesly 17 Rob Ready, Barbara Anderson, Arlene 

Marty 

6 Shelly Truttmann 18 Betty Henning 

7 Jessie Fink 23 Zander Hauser, Barbara Bright 

8 Bob Bergum 24 Dianna Truttmann 

9 Diane Elmer 29 Karly Ready, Dane Schmitz, Jackson Sidwell 

10 Finley Hubbard 30 Kaitlin Whitish, Beau Alderman 

11 Michael Krauss, Myles Gruenenfelder   

We are truly very sorry if we missed your anniversary or birthday. The information is taken from Realm the church 
database. Contact the office, so we are aware of your special day, and we will be sure to add it our database application. 

 

Swiss          

        United Church of Christ – Ways to Give   Thank you!

   

Reminder – Poinsettia orders are due in the office  

by no later than Nov. 4th – Thank you! 
  

 

 

 In Person   
 Whether it’s cash or check, we appreciate your kindness. Please place your donations 
 in an offering envelope and drop them in the offering box at the back of church.   

 

 

 Online 
 Visit www.swisschurch.org and click the “Give” button to set up a one-time or a recurring donation, or to    
make a payment.  

 

 

 QR CODE  
Scan the QR code to visit our online giving page. Open your camera app and point it for 2 -3 seconds towards 
the QR code.  Tap the notification to open the link. 

 

 

 Text   
Text SWISSCHURCH to 73256 to set up a one-time or recurring donation. Make sure to have your payment 
information on hand. 



 

 

 
 

 

2025 YEAR TO DATE FINANCIAL SUMMARY 
General Fund 

 2025 2025 2024 2025 2025 2024 2025 BUDGET 

 ACTUAL BUDGET ACTUAL ACTUAL BUDGET ACTUAL NET NET 

 INCOME INCOME INCOME EXPENSES EXPENSES EXPENSES INCOME INCOME 

January $25,137 $20,286 $19,427 $18,999 $20,812 $18,978 $6,138 -$526 

February $21,413 $23,759 $25,888 $21,218 $21,517 $20,567 $195 $2,242 

March $24,394 $24,000 $30,268 $18,007 $21,156 $18,274 $6,387 $2,844 

April $21,865 $22,361 $15,460 $17,273 $19,793 $17,664 $4,591 $2,568 

May $16,691 $20,603 $20,305 $21,108 $23,343 $20,223 -$4,417 -$2,740 

June $16,753 $18,227 $18,039 $17,178 $19,839 $17,854 -$425 -$1,612 

July $17,394 $16,683 $16,466 $16,903 $17,918 $17,033 $491 -$1,236 

August $35,843 $14,560 $14,418 $16,509 $18,588 $20,908 $19,334 -$4,028 

Sept. $17,435 $17,846 $17,756 $18,786 $20,279 $19,408 -$1,350 -$2,434 

October   $20,347   $18,941   

Nov.   $18,133   $19,003   

Dec.   $40,646   $19,428   

YTD $196,925 $178,325 $257,153 $165,980 $183,245 $228,281 $30,945 -$4,920 

         
BENEVOLENCE 

DONATIONS   OTHER FUND FINANCIAL SUMMARY Balance as of 9/30/2025 

 OCWM 

Non-

OCWM Net Income    

 Restricted Restricted Cemetery Property Endow General  $37,648 

January $1,127 $5,599 

-

$141,442 $1,175  Property  $46,020 

February $772 $1,620 -$17 $19,420  Restricted  $87,054 

March $917 $660 

-

$141,459 $36,297 -$15,038 

Operating Reserve - 

LPL  $212,982 

April $892 $1,273  -$20,382  Property - LPL   $140,113 

May $762 $898  $1,474  Cemetery Checking  $0 

June $807 $2,098  $3,236 $4,080 Cem. Savings  $0 

July $722 $1,610  $8,157  Cem. Perpetual Care  $0 

August $792 $1,710  $2,081  Endowment Fund  $778,886 

Sept. $1,522 $5,555  $8,245 $103,529 Debt Obligation  $0 

October      Current Liabilities  $1,426 

Nov.         

Dec.         

YTD $8,313 $21,023 

-

$141,459 $59,703 $92,571    

Pledge $10,255      2:29 PM 10/9/25 
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Swiss United Church of Christ 
18 5th Avenue, PO Box 97 
New Glarus, WI 53574 

The Spire 

Return Service Requested 

November 2025 

TO: 

mailto:diane@swisschurch.org
http://www.facebook.com/swisschurch
mailto:pat@swisschurch.org
mailto:pat@swisschurch.org
mailto:pat@swisschurch.org
mailto:marlis@swisschurch.org

