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A Messaqe fram Our Pastor, Pat Pluss. ..

The other morning, | had the joy of babysitting my 3 2—year-old granddaughter. It was one
of these warmer than normal September days, with the sun already hinting at summer heat.
| went to her house so we could walk to the library together and enjoy a little time outside.

When | arrived, she proudly greeted me in her chosen
outfit: a velvet dress and knit tights! She had dressed
herself and was absolutely determined to wear that ouffit,
no matter the weather. We set off, and for a while she was perfectly content—
playing, walking, and enjoying the day. Eventually, with the temperature
climbing toward 80 degrees, | convinced her to change into something a little
more summer-like. But | loved her spirit—her determination, her sense of style, & e 2
and her joy. ' =0, P

That moment made me think of Paul's words in Colossians 3:12-14 “Clothe yourselves wit compassion,
kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience. And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together
in perfect unity.”

Just as my granddaughter carefully chose her outfit for the day, we too make choices each morning about what
we will “wear”—not just on our bodies, but in our hearts. Paul reminds us that no matter the season, the most
important thing we can put on is love. Love never goes out of season, never wears out, and always fits the
occasion.

This week, may we dress ourselves with kindness, compassion, and above all, love!

Blessings,

Pat

Join us for good food, fellowship, and encouragement!

We meet the first Saturday of each month from October through March
(except no meeting in December) from 8am - 9am in our fellowship hall -
lower level of the church.

All men of the community are welcome. Each gathering includes a hearty
breakfast, time to connect with one another, and a short devotion with prayer. Come hungry - both for food and
for fellowship! Everyone is welcome!

Date Head Chef Devotion Leader
October 4t Nora Lea Hoesly Mark Hoesly
November 1st Rachel Baker/Jan Hoesly Dave Pluss

NO DECEMBER MEETING

January 3 Barb Anderson/Barb Bright Dean Stamm
February 7th Jessie Fink/Pat Pluss Eric Fink

March 7t TBA TBA

(Pastor Pat’s articles cont’d. on the next page)



Thank you —for Filling
our Silver Bag!
- This summer our
Children’s Moments were
¥ filled with surprises and
'~ joy, thanks to the “Silver
Bag”. Each week, one of
you tucked something
inside for the children to
discover and together we
(' got to see how God could
teach us with everyday items. Thank you to
everyone who participated — you made our children
smile, sparked their curiosity, and helped remind all
of us that God’s lessons can be found in
unexpected places!

The mission event will take place at their home on
Saturday, November 29, 8am - 4pm! More info
coming!

Congratulations to Shepherd of the Hills
Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church of New
Glarus, and Adams Lutheran Church of Argyle, are
excited to announce that their interim minister, Rev.
Erich Hartenberger, has accepted a Letter of Call to
become their settled pastor effective September 1,
2025. He will formally be installed on October 5,
2025. Congratulations to Rev. Erich and the
congregation of Shepherd of the Hills and Adams
Lutheran Churches!

Mission Committee

October’s Mission collection will be for the Prairie
Haus apartments, “A Home of Our Own” -
collecting pasta, cereal, non-perishable fruit, & tuna,
along with hygiene products, and any cleaning
supplies - which are in high demand. A shopping
cart will be near the altar area to collect your very
much appreciated donations.

Looking ahead to our Advent Missions which will
begin on the 1%t Sunday of Advent, Nov. 30" and
run through December. We will have a two-fold
project collecting for both a local and global mission.
50% of the offering will go to each mission. Our
local mission: Keep Wisconsin Warm/Cool Fund
(KWW/CF) a non-profit that provides direct help to
vulnerable households. Our global mission: Smile
Train, a non-profit provides free cleft lip and palate
surgery to children in 87 countries. Donations can
be made out to Swiss UCC and clearly marked —
Advent donation. Thank you for your support!

Denny and Rachel Baker — are offering Fresh Cut
Christmas Trees to support our Advent Missions!

Confirmation Conversation!

On Sunday, September 28th at 9am worship the
mentors of the new confirmation students
presented new NIV Study Bibles to the 1%tyear
confirmation students on behalf of the
church. These beautiful new Bibles will be used at
each lesson as we gather together to
learn more about our faith.
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There will be two meetings each month — the first
meeting includes supper and is held on Wednesday
evenings in our Fellowship Hall. The second
meeting is held at the New Glarus Home Chapel
and includes doughnuts.

| am grateful for the commitment of our students
and their families, and the mentors, as we gather to
learn together!

October Confirmation Schedule -
« Wed. October 1, 6pm-7:30pm —
Fellowship Hall
< Sun. October 19, 10am-11:30am — The
New Glarus Home Chapel

Need Your Sweet Support!

The Hospitality Committee is collecting individually
wrapped candy or small toys, (pencils etc.) for our
“Trick or Treat” event that will take place on

= Sunday, October 26 2pm -4pm. This
is part of the Chamber Fall

event. These treats will be collected
up through Oct. 19™" — the collection
bin is near the front of the church
Sanctuary. Last year we ran out — this
year we hope to make 250 bags. Thank you for
your support!







Prelininary Report on 2025 Kilby Fundraiser
As we don’t have final expense numbers yet, we
will plan to provide a full financial report in next
month’s Spire, but we didn’t want to miss the
opportunity to thank everyone for their
tremendous support for this year’s Kilby event. It
truly takes our entire church family to pull off this
event each year.

Special thanks go out to:

e Dan & Shelley Truttmann for their continued
generosity in  providing calves for
processing;

o Don & Jane Elmer for donating the cheese;

e Barb Anderson and Gloria Bodenmann who
coordinated the kitchen and Fellowship Hall
prep crews and made the pear bread,;

e The Care ‘n Share team (plus) - (Ruth
Anderegg, Nancy Galhouse, Diane & Denny
Holcomb, Sally Lamp, and Nora Lea Hoesly)
for making the Zueribieter;

e Ann & Kelvin Klassy who spearheaded the
meatball making crew at the high school,

o Jon & Judy Ziltner who led the take-out
crew;

e Deb Foster who coordinated the food stand;

e Mark & Nora Lea Hoesly for frying up the
onions and bacon and preparing the green
beans;

e Tom Marty who rigged up a walker to
transport the Nescos full of meatballs and
potatoes to and from the food stand, and
Terry Roth who built a lift for the potato-
making stand;

e To everyone who baked pies and bratzelis,
helped with set-up and/or clean-up,
prepared meatballs, made potatoes, served
carry-out meals, or worked one or more
shifts at the food stand. We absolutely could
not have done it without all of you. Many
hands make light(er) work!

The Kilby Coordination Team: Tabatha Barnaby,
Diane Elmer, Deb Foster, and Shelly Johnson
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A word of “Thanks” from Sue Kempfer,
Coordinator of Outdoor Flowers

A special “Thank you” to all the volunteers who
helped with the outdoor flowers this year. They were
all beautiful - from the north side of the church,
narthex patio, Charlotte’s Courtyard, south door pots
and the flowerbed by the monument. Many people
pass by these areas throughout the summer, so
thank you for helping to beautify our church.

Whether you made a monetary contribution,
purchased and/or planted flowers, or spent 2 or 3
weeks of your time on the flower watering schedule,
| want you to know how much | appreciate all that
you did throughout the growing season. Also, thank
you to Diane Elmer for helping with the articles &
being my “eyes” when critters were digging in the
pots and to Marlis Silver for taking care of the
financials.

We had a great crew this year! Each and every one
of you were a big part in our team.

The 2025 Volunteers: (My apologies if | missed
anyone.)

Barb Anderson Carol Hustad

Jan Hoesly Bonnie Klassy
Chris Vasconez-Ellis Pat Jeglum
Tari Jones Margo Kohlbauer

Rachel Baker
Jane Martinson

Nancy Galhouse
Tom Marty



Thanks to ALL for your continued “Care of our Swiss UCC Grounds”!




October Celebrations

Awnlversaries
4 Guy & Sandy Nelson and Josh & Katie Eichelkraut | 14 | Milo & Debbie Parker
7 Jeff & Beth Buesser 18 | Ron & Shelby Fritz and Josh & Diana Clark
8 Bob & Tara Schmitz and Kevin & Holly Lague 19 | Pete & Lana Swenson
9 Rob & Kim Ready 25 | Chad & Jamie Brecklin
11 | Steve & Karen Gmur
12 | Dan & Shelly Truttmann
Birthdays
1 Mark Hoesly 17 | Ethan Friedrich, Colleen Hoesly
3 Rilla French, Kelvin Klassy, Lukas Bright Tara Schmitz
Tom Betthauser 18 | Rachel Craven, Jane Kuhl, Melodie Ace
4 Debby Kahl 21 | Debbie Parker, Kim Burton, Brycen Stamn
5 | Everett Boatman Emily Horne
6 | Archie Rockett 24 | Patty Marty, David Stuessy
9 | Tyler Fink 26 | Stella Boatman
10 | Craig Galhouse, Ryker Swenson, Michael Klassy 28 | Kay Zweifel, Brad Fish
11 | Ron Kittleson 29 | Jack Erickson, Jonah Thompson, Warren Baker
12 | Dave Hustad, Merton Retrum, Amber Marty
14 | Diane Klassy, Michele McGinley
Chad Brecklin
16 | Cheryl Schneider, Wade Schmitz,

Reagan Johnson, Mason Martinson

We are truly very sorry if we missed your anniversary or birthday. The information is taken from Realm the church
database. Contact the office so we are aware of your special day so we don’t miss it next time.

2025 Consistory Members

Kim Bright, President
(608)214-1962 (c);
Kimrbright@gmail.com

Chris Kiesz, Vice President
(608)214-6853 (c)
ckiesz@tds.net

Jon Ziltner, Treasurer
(608)438-5695
jziltner@wekz.net

Rachel Baker, Recording Secretary for
Executive Meetings

(608)417-9090 (h); (608)516-1959(c)
rachelbbaker52@gmail.com

Jessica Swan, Recording Secretary
Consistory Meetings

(608)862-1750 (h); (608)214-1750(c)
jessica e swan@hotmail.com

Ron Legler
(608)214-6683 (c)
ronlegler78@gmail.com

Heidi Mondloch
(608)527-4855 (h);
(608)443-9701 (c)
hesalzma@yahoo.com

Gary Krahenbuhl
(608)527-2670 (h)
garykrahenbuhl@gmail.com

Nicole Sidwell
(817)913-6221
nsidwell@gmail.com

Steve Rossing
(608)558-8765
srossing57@gmail.com

Memorials:
¢ In memory of Gary Kuhl designated to Undesignated Memorial Fund
¢ In memory of Lynne Hustad designated to Undesignated Memorial Fund
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October 2025

Sunday ‘ Monday ‘ Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
*9:00 am worship — Services are offered In person in the SUCC Sanctuary
and also online services are offered live and available on Facebook.
1 2 3 &
SUCC Office: Please Confirmation NG Lodge Men’s
call the office phone class Students | Service Community
(608)527-2119 and & Mentors 10 am Breakfast —
I 7
eave a message, we 6 pm-7:30 pm 8-9am
will return your call In Fellowship
as soon as possible. Hall
Thank you!
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
*9:00 am Worship & Pat 6:30 pm
online live services clergy/mentor | Consistory
World Communion Day Meeting — meeting
- Communion will be 1 pm
served.
* Hospitality Committee
following Worship
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
*9:00 am Worship &
online live services
Consistory report
in worship
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
*9:00 am Worship & DEADLINE 6:30 pm Packing of
online live services TO SUBMIT Executive Halloween
Confirmation ARTICLES Committee Packages -
Students & Mentors FOR THE 7 am Missions | 10.@min.
-11:30 am at Chapel NOV. SPIRE meeting ZOOM Fellowship Hall
New Glarus Home THANK YOU!
26 27 28 30 31
*9:00 am Worship & Worship at
online live services New Glarus
Home - 10 am
Church participates in
Chamber of Commerce
Community Trick or
Treat 2pm-4pm

REMINDER - Swiss UCC has Medical Equipment available for your use --

Swiss United Church of Christ in New Glarus has opened a Medical Equipment Mart. We became aware that many
people don’'t have access to or cannot afford needed medical equipment after a procedure or accident. We are both collecting,
and distributing new and gently used medical equipment. ltems such as wheelchairs, canes, walkers, crutches, shower aids,
commodes, etc. are both accepted and loaned out.

Please contact our church office at 608-527-2119 for more information on how to donate or borrow medical equipment.
Arrangements can be made to drop off items that are clean and in good working order. If you aware of anyone who needs
medical equipment, please spread the word. Thank you! God Bless.




| Busy times at Swiss UCC in
August and September

Thanks to everyone who came to
help us celebrate our 125" Swiss
UCC Cornerstone Celebration on

August 31 -

X Alphorns players

X Nadean Streiff — playing guitar
and singing

X Maennerchor

Rosalie Huntington- Accordion

* Children’s Moments with Pastor Pat * * A “Special Day” — Baptism *



Swiss UCC Consistory Meeting Minutes

August 13, 2025

Zoom Meeting

Present: Pat Pluss, Steve Rossing, Kim Bright, Jon Ziltner, Chris Kiesz, Gary Krahenbuhl,
Jessica Swan, Ron Legler

Absent: Nicole Sidwell, Heidi Mondloch

1.
2.
3.

4.

7.

Call to order — Kim Bright called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm

Opening prayer — lead by Pastor Pat Pluss

Approve agenda — Kim Bright asked to add one item to the agenda re: air conditioning. Jon Ziltner
motioned to approve the agenda, Chris Kiesz seconded, all voted in favor.

Review and approve CONSENT agenda

a. Approve last month’s minutes — motion made by Kim Bright, seconded by Jon Ziltner, all voted
to approve.

b. Treasurer’s report, including update on anonymous gift — see treasurer’s report. The final
payment was received from our anonymous donor and all funds are being handled according to
the bylaws of Planned Giving. Jon questioned if Marlis needs consistory approval for moving
funds between the church checking account and the money market account through LPL
financial. Jon made a motion to have Marlis Silver, financial secretary and Jon Ziltner,
treasurer, be able to move money between two accounts, which will be subject to monthly
audits. Kim Bright seconded the motion. Discussion was completed. All voted to approve.
Chris Kiesz motioned to approve the treasurer’s report, seconded by Gary Krahenbuhl. All
voted in favor. Please see treasurer’s report below:

Treasurer’s Report for Financial Statements ending July 31, 2025:

Income for July was $17,394 and expenses were $16,903 for a net profit of $491. Year to date net
income for 2025 is $143,647 and expenses were $130,686 for a YTD net income of $12,961 which is
$11,419 over budgeted expectations. As of July 31, the General checking account had a balance of
$43,226 and a reserve of $191,644. Property had a checking account balance of $36,599 and a
reserve of $139,209. Combined the reserve account balances earned $1,102 in interest in July.

-- Respectfully Submitted, Jon Ziltner

c. Approve checks — Jon Ziltner noted that there was an additional check to Wirth Lawnmowing for
$375. No questions were posed re: checks. Kim Bright motioned to approve the checks with
the addition of the Wirth Lawn Care checks. Seconded by Ron Legler.

Spire article reminder — Steve Rossing will complete the October Spire article.

Pastor’s report — Pat provided a reminder that consistory will provide an update to the congregation one
time per quarter with committee updates, starting Sunday, Sept. 28". Kim Bright will complete the
initial update to the congregation. Discussion: re: nursery area upstairs in Narthex. Jessica Swan will
follow up with childcare provider to discuss new upstairs nursery area and new policies. Pat stated that
she will share information on an all-church hospitality discussion Sept. 17, at 9:30 am. Confirmation will
include two monthly classes, (one in Fellowship Hall and the other being held at The New Glarus
Home); and the 2" year confirmands will be confirmed on May 17, 2026. Mission Committee had a
very successful Green Cares, and Texas Flood Relief collection. Finally, the Worship Committee plans
to purchase new Advent Candles. Pat also stated that the concern over the church smell had been
brought to her attention.

Property Committee report

a. Tom’s lab report on bacterial load of samples — Heidi Mondloch was not available to provide
updated information. Jon Ziltner noted that the bacteria count in the upstairs of the church
piping/sprinkler system was significantly elevated. This is in the sprinkler system, not the
drinking water system. Additional information will be provided at upcoming meetings.

b. Reaffirm request that Property investigate solution to odors in fellowship hall — Kim Bright will
reach out to the property committee to further discuss.




8. Old Business
a. Zwingli Committee update? Nothing to report.
b. Sanctuary screen update? Nothing to report.
c. Discussion and decision on Swiss Church signage in local parks — Jon Ziltner has noted that
this will be added to the budget for next year.
9. New Business
a. Discussion of steps to take, if any, to improve plate offerings — discussion about how to include
visitors in offering opportunities at church. Discussion about bulletin for each month that would
be available every Sunday that provides information to guests. Kim Bright will provide examples
to Pat Pluss. Discussed adding a code for Venmo so guests can contribute if they would like.
Greeters can pass these out.
b. Lawn management Permit that was received, with deadline to respond on 8/15/25: Discussion
was completed and no concerns were noted by the consistory. No additional action required.
c. AC update — Kim Bright and Tom Marty met with an AC expert and discussed 3-4 different
solutions. Ideas were discussed on ideal locations for AC units with minimal visual obtrusions.
Kim Bright will report more information about costs for the various options at an upcoming
meeting. Jon Ziltner discussed that this information should be shared with the building
committee as this may impact the decision making of the Zwingli committee in terms of needs of
the building, size.
10. Move to adjourn — Chris Kiesz motioned to adjourn, seconded by Jon Ziltner at
7:19 pm, all voted in favor.

Respectfully submitted,
Jessica Swan

A THANKFUL HEART OVERFLOWS WITH
Generosity

Here are a few different ways to give and support our ministry...
CHECK
Make a check payable to either Swiss United Church of Christ, Swiss UCC or Swiss Church.
You may designate a specific fund such as General, Property, OCWM, Cemetery or a different fund on your
memo line of the check.

DIRECT AUTOMATIC FROM BANK ACCOUNT
Please call the church office to complete an authorization form to authorize a monthly donation from your bank
account and return to Financial Secretary with a voided check.

ONLINE

Click the GIVE button on our church website at swisschurch.org

Enter the amount you want to give, select a fund and enter your email address.
Click GIVE and enter your payment method to complete the transaction.

TEXT

Text SWISSCHURCH and the amount to 73256.

Click the link you receive in your text message response.

Select a fund, enter your email address and payment information to complete the transaction.

Thank you for your generous support of the work of our church!
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2025 YEAR TO DATE FINANCIAL SUMMARY

General Fund

2025 2025 2024 2025 2025 2024 2025 | BUDGET
ACTUAL | BUDGET | ACTUAL | ACTUAL | BUDGET ACTUAL NET NET
INCOME | INCOME | INCOME |EXPENSES| EXPENSES EXPENSES INCOME | INCOME
January $25,137| $20,286| $19,427| S$18,999| $20,812 $18,978| $6,138 -$526
February $21,413| $23,759| $25,888] $21,218| $21,517 $20,567 $195( $2,242
March $24,394| $24,000| $30,268| $18,007 $21,156 $18,274| $6,387| S2,844
April $21,865| $22,361| $15,460] S$17,273| $19,793 $17,664| $4,591| $2,568
May $16,691| $20,603] $20,305| S$21,108| $23,343 $20,223| -$4,417| -S2,740
June $16,753| $18,227| $18,039] S$17,178| $19,839 $17,854 -$425| -$1,612
July $17,394| $16,683] $16,466] $16,903| $17,918 $17,033 $491| -$1,236
August $35,843| $14,560| $14,418]| S$16,509| $18,588 $20,908] $19,334| -54,028
Sept. $17,756 $19,408
October $20,347 518,941
Nov. $18,133 $19,003
Dec. $40,646 $19,428
YTD|$179,490( $160,479| $257,153| $147,195| $162,966 $228,281| $32,295| -$2,487
BENEVOLENCE
DONATIONS OTHER FUND FINANCIAL SUMMARY Balance as of 8/31/2025
Non-
OoCWM OCWM Net Income
Restricted | Restricted | Cemetery | Property Endow |General $42,699
January $1,127 $5,599| S141,442 $1,175|1st Qir Property $38,215
February $772|  $1,620 $17| $19,420|5598°  |Restricted $76,313
- Operating Reserve -
March $917 $660[ $141,459| $36,297|sales 18,458 |LPL $212,313
April $892( 51,273 -$20,382 Property - LPL $139,673
May $762 $898 $1,474 Cemetery Checking S0
June S807 $2,098 $3,236 $4,080(Cem. Savings SO
July $722 $1,610 $8,157 Cem. Perpetual Care SO
August $792 $1,710 $2,081 Endowment Fund $675,356
Sept. Debt Obligation o
October Current Liabilities $1,426
Nov.
Dec.
YTD| $6,791| $15,468| $141,459| $51,458| -$10,958
Pledge $10,255 10:20 AM 9/5/25
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Swiss United Church

of Christ
18 5" Avenue, PO Box 97
New Glarus, WI 53574

Office Phone: (608) 527-2119

Diane Elmer, Admin/Communications
E-mail: diane@swisschurch.org

Find us on Facebook!
www.Facebook.com/SwissChurch

Pat Pluss, Pastor
Email: pat@swisschurch.orq
Phone: (608) 558-6063

Marlis Silver, Financial
Email: marlis@swisschurch.orqg

Mission...Our faith leads us to affirm all persons. We celebrate
and share our common communion with all, regardless of race,
gender, ethnicity or national origin, physical and developmental
abilities, age, educational background, economic or social
status, faith background, family structure or marital status,
sexual orientation, gender identity or gender expression.

NON-PROFIT ORG.
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
New Glarus, WI

Permit No. 6

Swiss United Church of Christ

18 5th Avenue, PO Box 97
New Glarus, WI 53574

Return Service Requested

Q
-

The Spire

October 2025


http://www.facebook.com/swisschurch
mailto:pat@swisschurch.org
mailto:marlis@swisschurch.org

