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A Messnge fram Our Pastor, Pat Pluss. ..

The start of a new year always brings a burst of optimism. We make lists, set goals, and
declare that this will be the year we finally get our lives organized, our bodies toned, and
our habits perfected. At least, that’s usually my plan. Of course, reality has a sense of
humor. | laughed when | read a story of a woman whose husband had given her a new
watch with a fitness tracker on it. She was excited to receive it and announced her goal of
walking 10,000 steps each day.

On January 1st she told her husband she had already achieved her goal that day! How could that be he
wondered, because she hadn’t left the couch yet. She held up her wrist with a triumphant grin. “l wrapped it
around the dog’s tail, and he has been wagging it all morning.”

We laugh because we recognize ourselves in the story. Our resolutions are often sincere, but the follow-through
sometimes needs a little grace. Life gets busy. Habits slip. Good intentions wobble. And sometimes the dog
ends up doing more “exercise” than we do.

While the New Year often brings resolutions-promises to do better, try harder, or change something about
ourselves, perhaps a better way would be to shift the focus from “fixing ourselves” to living faithfully with God at
the center”. That is exactly what our January sermon series is all about: stepping into a new year grounded in
God’s presence and guidance.

| recently saw something on the Today show with Reverend Jeff Ryder that really stood out. He said his New
Year’s resolution is simply: a prayer asking God to help the world learn how to disagree better. | love this! It
reminds me that resolutions don’t have to be grand — they can simply be about hope, grace, and God’s work in
the world.

A new year isn’t about perfection - it’s about direction. It’s about turning our hearts toward God again, even if
we’ve wandered. It’s about taking small, faithful steps, even if they don’t always add up to 10,000. This January,
let’s embrace a fresh start-not by striving for perfection but by intentionally seeking God’s guidance each day.
Whether it is through prayer, kindness, or simply listening, we can take steps to live faithfully and with purpose,
one day at a time.

We read in Philippians 3:13-14 - “Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, | press on toward
the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.”

Let’s start this year not with pressure, but pressing on with prayer, hope and a renewed commitment to faithful
living! | invite you to join us each week in January as we share a sermon series titled “Starting Fresh, Living
Faithfully”!

May God grant you peace, good health, and a faithful heart as we step into the New Year!

Blessings,
Pat



Sermon Series for January 2026 - A New Year invites us to pause, reflect, and begin again. In January, we will explore
what it means to start fresh with God- not just in our intentions, but in the way, we live each day. Together we will lift our
eyes to what matters most.

Wherever this new year finds you — hopeful, weary, or somewhere in between - you are invited to walk this journey of
renewed faith with us!

“Starting Fresh, Living Faithfully” — January Sermon Series. Here are the sermon titles for each week:
January 4 - New Beginnings January 18 — Remember, Repent, Repeat
January 11- Things Above — Not Below January 25 - Living with Purpose

Men’s Community Breakfast - Join us 8 AM on Saturday, January 3rd for a delicious time of food and fellowship! There
was no gathering in December, but 2026 will be a great time to start up again! January Chefs include Barb Anderson and
Barb Bright. The devotion will be offered by Dean Stamn. Kitchen crew members are always welcome too! February
Chefs include Jessie Fink and Pat Pluss. The devotion will be offered by Eric Fink. If you are interested in helping prepare
a breakfast please leave a message at the church office.

March will be our final breakfast until fall. Guests are always welcome — please invite others to join you!

Confirmation - Wed. January 7, 6:00-7:30 PM - will be held at the church in Fellowship Hall. A meal is served at the
meeting. It is important to eat together — please come hungry!

Our second meeting for the month is Sun. January 18, 10 - 11 AM held at The New Glarus Home.

Due to the church’s annual meeting — there will only be one meeting in February. It is Wed. February 4, 6:00 — 7:30 PM in
our Fellowship Hall. A meal will be served. Thank you for your support!

Observing Ash Wednesday - Ash Wednesday is the first day of Lent. Lent is a 40-day period of fasting, prayer, and
repentance. Traditionally, it is a day of reflection on mortality and sin, marked by the imposition of ashes on the forehead
in the shape of a cross. The ashes, made from burned palm branches from the previous year’s Palm Sunday. It
symbolizes mortality, grief, and the need for penance. Our church will observe Ash Wednesday, on Wednesday, February
18. A meal will be served in Fellowship Hall at 5:30 PM. The brief service will be held in the sanctuary starting at 7 PM.
Please join us as we begin the Lenten journey together!

2026 Consistory Members - (until Annual Meeting — Feb. 15, 2026)

Kim Bright, President (term expiring 2/15/26) Chris Kiesz, Vice President

(608)214-1962 (c); kimrbright@gmail.com (608)214-6853 (c)

ckiesz@tds.net
Jon Ziltner, Treasurer Rachel Baker, Recording Secretary for Executive
(608)438-5695 Meetings (thru Feb. 2026) - (608)417-9090 (h);
jziltner@wekz.net (608)516-1959(c); rachelbbaker52@gmail.com
Jessica Swan, Recording Secretary Ron Legler (term expiring 2/15/26)
Consistory Meetings (thru Feb. 2026) (608)214-6683 (c)
(608)862-1750 (h); (608)214-1750(c) ronlegler78@gmail.com
jessica_e_swan@hotmail.com
Heidi Mondloch Gary Krahenbuhl (term expiring 2/15/26)
(608)527-4855 (h); (608)527-2670 (h)
(608)443-9701 (c) garykrahenbuhl@gmail.com
hesalzma@yahoo.com
Nicole Sidwell Steve Rossing
(817)913-6221 (608)558-8765
nsidwell@gmail.com srossing57 @gmail.com
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“Sounds of the Season” — Dec. 14, 2025 —

“Thanks” for
sharing your
‘talents!

-

Baptism
At Swiss UCC
December 2025




2025 -“The Christmas

Swiss Church

sy  Congregants &

21 & Mission

3 Committee,

| Thank you so much for

™ the recent cash
donation to Home of

Our Oan, in addition to the huge response to the Octaber

mission drive. Just WOW' The tenants of Prairie Haus have

expressed so much gratitude!

Mary Anne Oerrichen & Kate Douna wHJOO




Swiss UCC Consistory Meeting Minutes
November 12, 2025

Present in person: Kim Bright, Ron Legler, Heidi Mondloch, Nicole Sidwell, Gary Krahenbuhl, Jon Ziltner,
Steve Rossing, Chris Kiesz
Guests: Diane Elmer, Kim Berg and Tom Purdy from Fusion Fly of Monroe
Present via Zoom: Pastor Pat Pluss, Rachel Baker, Jessica Swan
1. Call to order at 6:30 PM
2. Opening prayer lead by Pastor Pat Pluss
3. Approve agenda with additions added including initiation of the budget process, the potential for a church
Christmas Card, discussion about the upcoming December consistory meeting, and addition of information
provided by Diane Elmer. Jon moved to approve the agenda as edited and Gary seconded. All voted in favor.
4. Review and approve CONSENT agenda
a. Approve last month’s minutes
b. Treasurer’s report
c. Approve checks- Jon Ziltner reported that there are no significant changes in the
checks.
Heidi Mondloch moved to approve the consent agenda, Jon Ziltner seconded, all voted to approve.
5. Spire article reminder
6. Pastor’s report- please see attached report. Pastor Pat Pluss reported that it is roughly $1,200 to send out
postcards to the local communities. However, the postcards may not arrive in time for the upcoming holiday
season without paying a rush charge. Discussed completing this at Easter. Discussed other options that may
be less expensive if we have time to plan prior to Easter. This will be added to the Dec agenda (Easter card and
mailing cost). Pat inquired if SUCC could host Dan Holmes on March 8, 2025 for a cost of approximately $200.
This will be taken to the Worship Committee.
7. Property Committee report
a) Odor update- it was noted that the basement currently smells better. Deep cleaning was completed.
b) Ahern/pipe update- feedback was provided a week ago by Ahern, Property Committee will meet next week
to discuss. Bacteria was noted in the pipes/sprinkler system and recommendations were provided by Ahern.
8. Other committee reports
a) Chris Kiesz reported that she and Diane Elmer met with Fusion Fly to assess the church website. Two
representatives from Fusion Fly attended the meeting this evening and stated that church is doing many things
well, including having our own domain and using Gmail for professional use. The website has been copied to
their server. Options presented by Fusion Fly included a two-year contract or services as needed. Site security
and site maintenance are included in the two-year contract. 24/7 monitoring of the site is provided as are updates
to the site. The cost per month would be $95 or $115 per month, with varying services provided with each of
these plans. It is unknown where our currently site is being hosted and this will be explored. Kim Bright
mentioned that having services such as this is helpful as our IT support is part-time and ongoing maintenance
and access to the website have been current issues with our current system. Discussion of price comparison of
our current service with those of Fusion Fly. We are currently paying approximately $350 per year which doesn’t
include any training of staff or additional services such as upgrading the website. Fusion Fly will provide service
and support as well as staff training. Pat inquired if an as needed training could be provided by Fusion Fly rather
than a set number of hours or a contract. The cost per hour of training is $115 per hour. Diane expressed
willingness to be trained on how to update the website. Discussion was completed. Jessica Swan made motion
to sign the $95 per month plan for two years, seconded by Heidi Mondloch, all voted in favor. Chris Kiesz will
follow up with Fusion Fly.

Old Business

9. Zwingli Committee update- They are meeting again; an update will be forthcoming.

8. Sanctuary screen update- Live Stream tech updates are in process, equipment has been purchased and is in
the process of being installed.

9. Additional youth feedback on church performance-no additional feedback was noted this month. Discussed
a confirmation and Sunday School alumni get together (youth event for all youth in church and their friends they
would like to invite).
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New Business

10. Planned Giving withdrawal, distribution- planned giving committee met several weeks ago. Jon described a
large recent contribution and distributions that are being recommended for various needs around the church.
Jon has also started working on the budget for next year and described current needs. Heidi Mondloch moved
to approve the removal of $35,000 from the planned giving endowment to be distributed per the
recommendations of planned giving, seconded by Kim Bright, all voted in favor.

11. Release form for America’s Test Kitchen for use of Swiss Church in October was signed by Kim Bright.

12. Discussion of terms for consistory members. Discussed for the need to return to staggered terms. Jessica
Swan, Chris Kiesz and Heidi Mondloch, are all in agreement to stay on for an additional two-year term. Three
additional members are needed for three-year terms starting in February 2026.

13. Dec 10 is the second Wednesday of December. Consistory will meet at 6:30 PM, Executive will meet at 6:00

PM.

14. Move to adjourn at 7:59 PM by Rachel Baker, Jon Ziltner seconded, all voted in favor.

January 2026

Sunday | Monday | Tuesday Wednesday | Thursday Friday Saturday
Please leave a message on the church phone - and we will SUCC Office -
return your call, as soon as possible. Thanks! m
. 1 2 3
SSSz?ggfie_lygn 5 Men’s Community
10am — after Breakfast -
Children’s 8:00 AM
Moments
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
Worship 9am Bible Study 9:30- Lodge Service
in-person/live 11:00 AM 10 AM
streamed -
9:15am-10 am Confirmation -
Children’s SS* 6:00-7:30 PM
Communion
11 12 13 Annual 14 15 16 17
Worship 9am Meeting ZOOM - Mission
in-person/live Articles Meeting 7 AM
streamed Due Today -
9:15am-10 am Bible Study 9:30 -
Children’s SS* Th$gt! 11:00 AM
18 Worship 9am |19 20 21 22 23 24
in-person/”ve Bible StUdy 9:30 -
streamed 11:00 AM
9:15am-10 am
Children’s SS*
25 26 27 28 29 30 31
Worship 9am Bible Study 9:30 - NGH Service
in-person/live 11:00 AM 10 AM
streamed
9:15am-10 am
Children’s SS*
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February 2026

Sunday | Monday | Tuesday Wednesday | Thursday Friday Saturday
Please leave a message on the church phone - and we will SUCC Office -
return your call, as soon as possible. Thanks! 608-527-2119
*8S=Sunday
School - 9:15-10am
- after Children’s
Moments
1 Worship 9am 2 3 4 5 6 7
in-person/live Bible Study 9:30 - Lodge Service Men’s Community
streamed - 11:00 AM 10 AM Breakfast — 8:00
9:15am-10 am AM
Children’s SS* Confirmation -
Communion 6:00-7:30 PM
Jamie Craug
Speaking on
Ministry of
Daycholah
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
Worship 9am ZOOM - Mission
in-person/live Meeting 7 AM
streamed
9:15am-10 am Bible Study 9:30 -
Children’s SS* 11:00 AM
15 Worship9am |16 17 ,'\|/|8 530 PU 19 20 21
in-person/live March Spire eal o
streamed - Articles dpu o- Ash Wednesday
915am-10am g == Service 7:00 PM
Children’s SS* Thank you!
Annual Meeting-
Following worship-
bring your booklet
22 23 24 25 26 27 28

Swiss UCC Congregational Annual Meeting
will be held on Sunday, February 15, 2026

Please join us for this important meeting which will be held immediately following our church

service in the sanctuary, where we'll look at finances and discuss our 2026 projects and our

plans for the future.

Look for more details in the Annual Report, which will be available to pick up at the following church services: Feb. 1st, Feb.
8th, and Feb. 15%. If you have an email address on file at the SUCC church office, you would will receive a copy of the Annual Report

through our Realm online application, which will be sent out via Realm email to our members at the end of January.

Please remember to bring your copy of the Annual Report that you had picked up previously, with you to church on the day of the
Annual Meeting. Thank you!

Committee Menbers - Please email all articles to diane@swisschurch.org that you would like to

have included in the Annual Meeting Booklet, by no later than January 13, 2026. Thank you!
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Swiss UCC Volunteer Schedule for Jan.-Feb. 2026 -

Date Greeters — North door Greeters — South door  Communion Coffee Hour
(facing the NG swimming pool)  (upstairs door to outside)
Jan. 4t Bob & Tara, Dane, Wade, Brenda Keepers and Barb Nancy & Tom Marty
& Hazel Schmitz John Mauermann Anderson
Jan. 11| Cory & Kim, Avery, Carter, Tabatha Barnaby Nora Lea & Mark Hoesly
& Brycen Stamn
Jan. 18" | Rachel & Denny Baker Bonnie Klassy & Tabatha Barnaby and
Diana Lehnherr Brenda Bright
Jan. 25" | Shelby & Ron Fritz Peggy Hartman Amy & Ron Legler
Feb. 1st Eric, Jesse, & Tyler Fink Kay Zimmerman Rilla & Diane & Larry Powers
Kegan Rachel & Denny Baker
French
Feb. 8t Tom & Nancy Marty Dale Hustad Rilla & Kegan French
and Shelly Johnson
Feb. 15t | Denny & Diane Holcomb Madeline Zuber Barb Anderson &
Cheryl Bartle
Feb. 22 | Kali & Kyle, & Preston Montgomery Nancy Galhouse Gloria Bodenmann &

Nancy Galhouse

A new Volunteer schedule for the months of March-May 2026 will be coming out soon! Please call the church office (608)527-2119, or
notify Diane at diane@swisschurch.org, if you have scheduled a trade with another volunteer on the new schedule to follow. Weekly
email reminders are being sent out to our SUCC Volunteers according to the schedule on file in the church office.

Thank You to ALL Volunteers for joining our SUCC teams - throughout the year!

&

SWISS

United Church of Christ - Ways to Give

In Person

(=] | Online

QR CODE

Text

Whether it’s cash or check, we appreciate your kindness. Please place your donations
in an offering envelope and drop them in the offering box at the back of church.

Visit www.swisschurch.org and click the “Give” button to set up a one-time donation or to
make a recurring payment.

Scan the QR code to visit our online giving page. Open your camera app and point it for 2 -3
seconds towards the QR code. Tap the notification to open the link.

Text SWISSCHURCH to 73256 to set up a one-time or recurring donation. Make sure to
have your payment information on hand.

Thank youl!
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Swiss UCLC Celebrations

Jannary Awiversaries

8 Alexandra & Christopher Vasconez-Ellis 21 | Jackie & Bill Hustad
17 | Jane & Chuck Phillipson
Jannary Birthdays
1 | Paul Zimmerman 16 | Tina Perkins
3 | Shelly Johnson, Marilyn Tucker 19 | Tabatha Barnaby, Michael Schieldt,
Emma Martinson
4 | Noelle Austin, Evan Hauge 21 | Luke Burton
5 | Gail Beal 23 | Josh Eichelkraut, Jamie Brecklin
7 | Bronna Lehmann, 24 | Gerry Ott
Ambria Joon-Hee Ziemke-Matchett
7 | Hedy Anderegg, Denise Fenne 25 | Tara Foster, Stella Hauser, Rosalie Huntington,
Malcolm Austin
8 | Betty Gerber, Alaina Legler 26 | Karson Wenger
9 | Bryce Anderson 27 | Bret Hoesly, Judy Klassy
11 | Jim Legler 28 | Nancy Galhouse, Ken Fenne, Peggy Hartman
12 | Carol Rufener, Devon Boll 29 | Linda Marquart
13 | Dwight Truttmann, Linda Meier 30 | Rachel Tyler, Cory Stamn
14 | Georgianna Lague 31 | Judy Doyle
15 | Don Johnson, Sherry Bergum
February Awniversaries
2/14 | Gloria & Fred Bodenmann
2/22 | Diane & Jim Elmer
February Birthdays
1 | Pam Venden, Julia Barnaby 22 | Gif Hoesly
4 | Jon Martinson 23 | Richard Blum
6 | Debbie Kundert, Dale Arndt 24 | Nora Siegenthaler
8 | Marc Barnaby 26 | Shelby Fritz
9 | John Anderegg, Kris Penniston 27 | Nic Hauser
10 | Julie Tyler 28 | Grant Hubbard
11 | Angie Rear, Kate Bartosch 29 | Mark Douma, Gladys Blum
13 | Guy Nelson
14 | Mary Anne Oemichen
16 | Jill Duerst

We are truly very sorry if we missed your anniversary or birthday. The information is taken from Realm. Your Birthday or
Anniversary dates might not be entered in the database. Please contact the office so we are aware of your special day so
we don’t miss it next time.
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Swiss Church Trivia Night!
When: January 31st- 4:00-6:00 pm
i Where: Fellowship Hall at Swiss Church

Cost: $10.00 per participant

Swiss Historical Committee is sponsoring a

TRIVIA NIGHT to support local charities and

missions. If you would like to support your cause in
a fun way, join us for a night of community trivia.
Only ten teams will be able to register. Each team will
be composed of 8 people. Teams will choose a
favorite charity or mission to play for from the list
before the game begins. Cash prizes will go directly to
the charity or mission the team selects.

During the event, free popcorn and juice will be available, and amazing door prizes will be
given away. Participants may also bring snacks and drinks. We ask that they be non-
alcoholic.

“Register to join a team, or make your own team of eight” - to register call the
SUCC church office — 608-527-2119 and leave a message, and we will return
your call to confirm your registration.

Swiss United Church of Christ Historical Committee:
Barb Anderson, Amber Marty, Bonnie Klassy, Amy Legler, Ron Legler

Please choose a Charity to play for:

a. El Salvador g. Porchlight

b. Green Cares h. Camp AweSum (Autism Camp)
c. Green County Humane Society i. Second Harvest

d. Family Promise j. New Glarus Home Auxiliary

e. Big Brothers Big Sisters k. Coats for Kids

f. Caring for Kids . Salvation Army
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2025 YEAR TO DATE FINANCIAL SUMMARY

General Fund

2025 2025 2024 2025 2025 2024 2025 BUDGET

ACTUAL | BUDGET | ACTUAL | ACTUAL | BUDGET | ACTUAL NET NET

INCOME | INCOME | INCOME |EXPENSES|EXPENSES|EXPENSEY INCOME INCOME
January $25,137| $20,286| S19,427] $18,999( $20,812| $18,978 $6,138 -$526
February $21,413| $23,759] S$25,888] $21,218( $21,517| $20,567 $195 $2,242
March $24,394( $24,000f S30,268] $18,007| S$21,156| S$18,274 $6,387 $2,844
April $21,865( $22,361| S15,460] $17,273| $19,793| S17,664 $4,591 $2,568
May $16,691| $20,603| S20,305] S$21,108( $23,343| S$20,223 -$4,417 -$2,740]
June $16,753| $18,227| S$18,039] $17,178| $19,839| S$17,854 -$425 -$1,612
July $17,394| $16,683| S16,466] $16,903( $17,918| S$17,033 $491 -$1,236
August $35,843| $14,560] $14,418] S16,509| $18,588| $20,908 $19,334 -$4,028
Sept. $17,435( $17,846| S17,756] $18,786( $20,279] $19,408 -$1,350 -$2,434
October $16,504| $20,049| S20,347] S$17,227| $19,313| 518,941 -$723 $736
Nov. $25,791| $18,030| S18,133] S$21,785( $18,867| $19,003 $4,006 -$837
Dec. $40,646 $19,428

YTD| $239,221| $216,404| $257,153| $204,993( $221,426| $228,281 $34,228 -$5,021
BENEVOLENCE DONATIONS OTHER FUND FINANCIAL SUMMARY Balance as of 11/30/2025
OCWM Non-OCWM Net Income

Restricted | Restricted | Cemetery Property Endow |General $42,301
January $1,127 $5,599| -$141,442 $1,175 Property $47,537
February S772 $1,620| -S17| $19,420 Restricted $97,674
March $917 $660I -$141,459| S36,297| -$15,038|Operating Reserve - LP $214,292
April $892 $1,273 -$20,382 Property - LPL $140,975
May $762 $898 $1,474 Cemetery Checking SO
June S807 $2,098 $3,236 $4,080(Cem. Savings SO
July $722 $1,610| $8,157 Cem. Perpetual Care SO
August $792 $1,710I $2,081 Endowment Fund $778,886
Sept. $1,522 $5,555 $8,245| $103,529|Debt Obligation SO
October $712 $8,387 $1,067 Current Liabilities $1,451
Nov. $1,002 S5,487 $1,312
Dec.

YTD $10,027( $34,897|-5141,459| S$62,081| $92,571

Pledge $10,255 2:19 PM 12/4/25

+ In memory of Brian Bartosch - Memorial designated to the SUCC
Undesignated Memorial Fund.

+ In memory of Dorene L. Disch-Severson - Memorials designated to

SUCC Undesignated Memorial Fund.



Swiss United Church of Christ
18 5" Avenue, PO Box 97
New Glarus, WI 53574

Office Phone: (608) 527-2119

Diane Elmer, Admin/Communications
E-mail: diane@swisschurch.org

Find us on Facebook!
www.Facebook.com/SwissChurch

Pat Pluss, Pastor
Email: pat@swisschurch.org
Phone: (608) 558-6063

Marlis Silver, Financial
Email: marlis@swisschurch.org

Mission...Our faith leads us to affirm all persons. We celebrate and
share our common communion with all, regardless of race, gender,
ethnicity or national origin, physical and developmental abilities, age,
educational background, economic or social status, faith
background, family structure or marital status, sexual orientation,
gender identity or gender expression.
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